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We recognize the Pillars of Parish Steward-
ship as Hospitality, Prayer, Formation, 

and Service. Here in our Families in Faith 
parishes, the Hospitality Ministers work to lov-
ingly fulfill that first pillar of hospitality. After 
all, when we are visitors at a parish or have 
had a hectic morning getting everyone in the 
car, what could be better than a smiling face 
and someone welcoming us to church? 

Joe Seamann has served as that smiling 
face at St. Michael for many years as a hos-
pitality minister. He’s been there to welcome 
folks, take the collection, and distribute bul-
letins. This is just one of several ministries of 
which Joe is a member, and he doesn’t do it for 
glory or a pat on the back — he does it because 
St. Michael and his faith are important to him. 
Joe began his involvement as a child, serving 
on the altar. Joe’s father, Ambrose, was active 
at St. Michael and always made church a pri-
ority, and Joe’s grandfather even helped build 
St. Michael’s Parish. 

In the spirit of serving, Joe is now a hos-
pitality minister, Extraordinary Minister of 
Holy Communion, sacristan, treasurer for 

the Knights of Columbus, and on the cem-
etery board. Joe also does the money count-
ing about every six weeks and serves on the 
Parish Council. His wife, Sharon, is a lector, 
Religious Education teacher, treasurer for 
Catholic Daughters of America, and servers on 
the Stewardship Council. She also helps with 
decorating for holidays and serves as a hos-
pitality minister. Several couples serve in this 
ministry together. 
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This past autumn, our Families in Faith leadership 
conducted the 2021 Stewardship Renewal. The 

Stewardship Renewal gave our parish community the 
opportunity to discern how we are using our gifts of 
time, talent and treasure in service to the parish and 
in return to God.

This month, we are happy to share with you some 
of the highlights of the 2021 Stewardship Renewal.

• There were 153 commitment cards received 
from 34 percent of active households.

• There were 1,591 prayer commitments — the 
stewardship of time — from 99 percent of 
participating households.

• Some of the prayer commitments included: 
“Attend Mass every Sunday and on Holy 
Days,” “Pray for Our Priests,” and “Pray for 
an increase of vocations.”

• There were 914 ministry commitments — 
the stewardship of talent — from 88 percent 
of participating households. Of these, 113 
were new ministry commitments, while 801 
were re-commitments to parish ministries.

• Some of the ministry commitments 
included: Eucharistic/Perpetual Adoration, 
Hospitality Ministry, Irish Festival, Knights 
of Columbus, Prayer Chain, Spalding 
Academy Catholic School, Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas, Booster Club.

• There were 115 offertory commitments — 
the stewardship of treasure — from 76 
percent of participating households. The 
average pledge was $1,961.

We thank all those who participated in our 
2021 Stewardship Renewal. If you did not 
have the opportunity to fill out and return a 
commitment card, we invite you to consider the 
ways you may share your gifts of time, talent, 
and treasure with God and the parish community!

Highlights of Our 
2021 Stewardship Renewal
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We were all taught in school 
that the month of Janu-

ary gets its name from Janus, 
the ancient Roman god of doors 
and gates. His image was always 
carved or painted with two faces, 
one looking forward and the 
other backward. This reflected, of 
course, that you can go either out 
a door or in through one. From 
this very specific function, his 
role was generalized to include all 
beginnings and new endeavors.  

Because of Janus’ place in 
the Roman pantheon, it seemed 
natural to the Romans to name 
the first month of the civil year 
after him. (The Church year began back with the 
First Sunday of Advent, you’ll remember.) And 
although we no longer worship the pagan gods 
of the ancient Romans, the name has stuck 
down the centuries.  

But we’re not immune to the human instinct 
that moved the Romans to name the first month 
after Janus. His double countenance, facing for-
ward and backward, reflects how we approach 
the coming of each new year.  

The last week of the old year finds the news-
papers and TV programs giving a glance back 
at the past year (“the 10 best, or worst, movies 
of…” and such) along with predictions of what 
the new year will bring. My personal favorite is 
always “the 10 worst predictions” for the year 
just ending.   

Just like the secular world does — Janus-
like — we both look back at our own successes 
and failures, happy events, and sad ones, dur-
ing the year just ending, and forward to the new 
year as we prepare our resolutions.

When we reflect back on the blessings we’ve 

received, our hearts should be 
filled with gratitude — and bless-
ings there have been, no matter 
how difficult the year has been. 
But for most of us, there have 
been failures and failings, too. 
That calls for repentance, and 
perhaps a trip to the confessional 
— but God, who makes “all things 
new” (Rv 21:5), will then give us 
a clean spiritual slate with which 
we may begin the new year.  

I’d also like to challenge you 
to include your grateful response 
to God as you make your resolu-
tions for the new year. You don’t 
have to wait until you fill out a 

commitment card to decide this is the year when 
you’re actually going to attend Mass once a 
week in addition to Sunday (or begin worshiping 
every Sunday if you haven’t been doing so) or to 
pray the Rosary every week or to begin regular 
prayers with your family. Include in your resolu-
tions how you are going to get involved in some 
ministry in the parish or some service to the 
community, and then do so. Decide to become 
more faithful in your financial stewardship if 
your treasure commitment is less than it should 
be. Look forward to the new year and bring 
Christ and His Church to the center of your 
resolutions. Then see what a good year it will 
be, with God at the center!

Have a happy, and holy, New Year.

Sincerely yours in Christ and His Mother,

Fr. Antony
Pastor

Start 2022 with a Clean 
Spiritual Slate

A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
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In many ways, Paul Nordhues has followed 
the footsteps of those who have gone before 

him. His father, Paul, and mother, Dorothy, 
were always pillars of faith and set an excel-
lent example for him and his eight sisters, 
two brothers, and a cousin who lived with 
them. In his professional life, Paul followed 
the footsteps of Ed Colleran, a longtime high 
school coach at Spalding Academy. Paul spent 
his career teaching at Spalding Academy and 
Wheeler Central High School. He also coached 
football, basketball, track, and baseball in the 
summer. 

“I always knew I wanted to be a teacher and 
a coach,” Paul says. “I had a lot of guys around 
me growing up who set a good example.”

Paul and his wife, Jean, both graduated 
from Spalding Academy. The couple has four 
adult children and five grandchildren. Paul 
and Jean live in Bartlett and have been mem-
bers at St. Theresa for more than 30 years. 

After 41 years in education, Paul retired in 
May 2021. He had always imagined spending 
his retirement gardening and taking care of his 
animals — cattle, ducks, chickens, and goats. 

“God has always had a plan for what I am 
doing,” Paul says. “I believe God puts things in 
front of you.”

Paul found that God’s plan was the dia-
conate. After about four years of study and 
preparation, he will be ordained on May 20 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Grand Island. Four 
other men from the diocese, including Ron 

Glaser from Families in Faith, are also being 
ordained. 

“My parents died within a year and a half of 
each other,” Paul says. “They were the spiritual 
rock that held us together. When we lost them, 
I thought, ‘Maybe, it’s my turn.’”

The example of his parents and involvement 
in That Man is You! through St. Michael’s led 
Paul to where he is today. He credits Ron Gla-
ser for bringing That Man is You! to Families 
in Faith. Studying for the diaconate has been 
a long process, not without a lot of studying 
and hard work. The diaconate candidates have 

MEET PAUL NORDHUES: 
Following God’s Plan on the Journey to the Diaconate

Paul and Jean Nordhues

“I have always had faith, but I was always thinking I should be 
doing more. I know my faith is more in-depth now after going 

through the diaconate studies. The power of the Holy Spirit will 
direct and guide me going forward.” — PAUL NORDHUES
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MEET PAUL NORDHUES: 
Following God’s Plan on the Journey to the Diaconate

spent one weekend a month for the past four 
years, from September to May, going through 
classroom work. After all of this, Paul looks 
forward to what the future holds. 

“I am here for whatever the parishes need,” 
he says. “I’ve been connected with or have fam-
ily connections at all three parishes, which will 
be really nice when I become a deacon.” 

Paul currently teaches CCD and is involved 
with the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
process. He has been commissioned as an aco-
lyte and also serves as a lector. 

Studying for the diaconate has helped Paul 
grow in faith. He also has appreciated the re-
lationships he has formed with the other men 
preparing for the diaconate. Their wives have 

also gotten to know each other and have devel-
oped a great support system. 

“I have always had faith, but I was always 
thinking I should be doing more,” Paul says. “I 
know my faith is more in-depth now after going 
through the diaconate studies. The power of 
the Holy Spirit will direct and guide me going 
forward.” 

Having been a coach for 41 years, Paul 
admits that his mind was often full of sports 
plays and other elements of athletics. Now, he 
finds his thoughts are filled with faith concepts 
and prayer.

We congratulate Paul as he enters his final 
months of preparation before ordination on 
May 20!

“When people can be greeted with a smile and 
a handshake, sometimes it makes them feel bet-
ter if they are having a bad day,” Joe says. “You 
can be there to give them a happier start.”

The Hospitality Ministers seat people when 
the church is full on holidays or special Mass-
es. They also make sure the lights are off after 
Mass and the restrooms are presentable. They 
are there during Mass in case of a medical 
emergency or if someone needs something. 

Joe notes that he has had the favor returned 

when he’s been a visitor to another parish. 
“It just makes you feel much more welcome 

when someone is there to say ‘hi’ and open the 
door for you,” he says. 

Joe is a great fit for this ministry — he’s been 
told he always has a smile on his face. To him, it’s 
important to give back to the Lord, who has blessed 
him and been there for him in times of need. 

“I’ve always said, through some tough times, 
family and faith is the only thing that has got-
ten me through,” Joe says.

Hospitality Ministers continued from front cover

If you would like more information, or to get involved as a hospitality minister, 
please contact Joe Seamann at St. Michael’s, 308-497-2740 or jasseamann@gmail.com; 

Donna Stromp at Sacred Heart, 308-750-1716 or dstromp@centercable.tv; 
and Helen Plugge at St. Theresa’s, 308-654-3331 or helenplugge@hotmail.com. 

mailto:jasseamann@gmail.com
mailto:dstromp@centercable.tv
mailto:helenplugge@hotmail.com
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The St. Theresa Respect Life Ministry invites all 
parishioners in our Families in Faith parishes to 

join them in supporting the Knights of Columbus “One 
Rose, One Life” campaign taking place this January.

Sharon Smith, the coordinator of the Respect 
Life Ministry at St. Theresa, says information about 
the campaign will be placed in the weekly bulletins. 
Envelopes with a prayer card will be placed in the 
churches’ pews. Parishioners may use the envelopes 
to donate to the K of C campaign and are invited to 
use the card as a guide for prayer for the unborn.

Although the St. Theresa Respect Life Ministry 
has no activities planned for the year at this time, 
Families in Faith parishioners are invited to take 
part in the Nebraska Walk for Life set for Jan. 29 in 
Lincoln. The gathering will begin at 10 a.m. on the 
grounds of the Capitol Building. This Walk for Life 
follows the national Walk for Life set for Jan. 21 in 
Washington, D.C. The Diocese of Grand Island is 
coordinating a group of local teens to attend.

This year’s diocesan pilgrimage is Jan. 18-23 
and is in conjunction with the Diocese of Lincoln. 
Registration is open to all high school students 
— however, space is limited.  The total cost of this 
event is $450. Information for registering is available 
at www.gidiocese.org.

For information about the Lincoln Walk for Life, 
please log onto www.lincolnrighttolife.org.

For information about joining the St. Theresa 
Respect Life Ministry, please contact Sharon Smith at 
308-497-2346.

R E S P E C T  L I F E 
MINISTRY 

Encourages Involvement and 
Service to Uphold Sanctity of Life

http://www.gidiocese.org
http://www.lincolnrighttolife.org
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The Church has made it clear that 
parents are primarily responsible for 

the spiritual and cognitive development of 
their children in matters of the faith. As 
the Dogmatic Constitution of the Church, 
Lumen Gentium, states, “Husbands and 
wives find their proper vocation in being 
witnesses of the faith and love of Christ 
to one another and to their children” 
(Chapter 4, Section 35). The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church further emphasizes 
this vocation, by pointing out that the 
moral education and spiritual formation 
of children is not only the right, but the 
responsibility, of their parents: “The right 
and the duty of parents to educate their 
children are primordial and inalienable... 
Parents have the first responsibility for 
the education of their children” (CCC 
2221, 2223).

But how can we as parents create 
an environment in the home conducive 
to spiritual and moral development? As 
busy adults, how are we to disseminate 
the knowledge and understanding of 
the tenets of the faith to our children in 
the way that a trained and experienced 
catechist can? Furthermore, how do we 
strike a balance between teaching our 
children in the home and not interfering 
with the faith formation and sacramental 
preparation they are currently receiving 
through their parish school or religious 
education program?

The answer to all of these questions is 
stewardship.

Indeed, it is important that we 
reinforce the lessons that our children 
learn in school and at religious education 
classes by talking to them about the 

How Can We Model the Faith 
for Our Children?
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How Can We Model the Faith 
for Our Children?  continued from page 7
faith, reading Sacred Scripture with them, and 
spending time in family prayer. And there are 
several authoritative resources online that can 
help parents in this task, including Catholic 
Parents OnLine — www.catholicparents.org — 
which links parents to numerous websites and 
documents that can help them in talking to 
their children about the faith.

But the best way that we can teach our 
children is by serving as a living example to 
them of how to live as disciples of Christ. If 
we want our children to grow up as strong 
Catholics and to display a lifelong commitment 
to their faith, then it is important that we 
ourselves live a committed faith life. This 
includes an ongoing commitment to our 
own faith formation as adults and active 
participation in the sacraments. It also includes 

the giving back of our time, talent, and treasure 
in service of our community in thanksgiving for 
the gifts that God has given us.

Parenting can be a tough vocation, and 
children deal with many influences in their lives 
that exist in stark contrast to the values that 
their parents often hope to instill within them. 
Fortunately for parents, the stewardship way 
of life provides a simple and effective model for 
teaching our children in matters of the faith. By 
living as stewards of God’s gifts and reaping the 
spiritual rewards that accompany this lifestyle, 
we are tangibly showing our children that 
sharing of our gifts and talents leads to a life 
of happiness and spiritual fulfillment. In doing 
this, we give them a good opportunity to follow 
in our footsteps and make their faith a top 
priority for the rest of their lives.

http://www.families-infaith.com
http://www.catholicparents.org

