
When Travis and Jessica Reich starting dating, 
they put Jesus Christ in the center of their re-

lationship, and they have been reaping the rewards 
of that decision ever since.

“When we met, Jessica wasn’t Catholic, so we 
discussed what to do,” Travis says. “We both want-
ed to get married in a church and raise our chil-
dren in a church-going family where they would be 
educated about God and the Bible. I told her it was 
important to me that we raised our children with 
parents who both attended the same type of Chris-
tian church. My mother was Catholic, but my dad 
was Lutheran, and it divided their relationship, and 
I didn’t want that to happen to my marriage. Unity 
in faith strengthens a marriage.”

In the end, Jessica did decide to become Catho-
lic and went through the Rite of Christian Initiation 
for Adults (RCIA) process at St. Michael’s, where 
Travis had been attending since he was a teenager. 
The journey she traveled was truly inspiring for 
Travis. 

“It was a special experience to watch her go 
through the RCIA,” Travis says. “It was extremely 
educational and eye-opening for both of us. Jessica 
has really embraced the Catholic faith because she 
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had to go through the whole learning process 
herself. Now our children, Macy, 8, and Dar-
ren, 7, have the advantage of seeing both ‘sides 
of the story,’ with one parent who was raised 
Catholic and one parent who wasn’t.” 

Sometime after they were married at St. The-
resa, they moved away for a time and came back 
to the area last July. 

“We were familiar with a lot of the parish-
ioners from when we lived here before, and 
they have been very welcoming to us,” Travis 
says. “We like that it is a friendly, small par-
ish where most of the parishioners know each 
other. It is really neat that I can take my chil-
dren to the same parish I went to growing up. 
My daughter just received her First Reconcilia-
tion and Communion, and it was such a great 
experience for all of us.”

The Reichs are truly grateful for coming 
home to our parish family, and see it as a 
sign of God’s providence. On Sept. 6, 2020, 
they lost their 6-month-old son, William, due 
to complications from Noonan syndrome, and 
they are thankful that they were with our com-
munity at the time of his passing.

“One of the first things we had to do after 
we moved back was to have a funeral for Wil-

liam,” Travis says. “The parish community was 
so supportive, and we really appreciate all they 
did for us. It definitely brought us closer to 
them. It was really, really tough to deal with 
all of his hospitalizations, especially since it 
happened during COVID because most of the 
time we couldn’t even be in the hospital room 
with him together as a family. That was one of 
the saddest things about the whole situation. 
However, the love that the parish showed to us 
helped us get through all of it.”  

Out of a desire to make a return to God for 
all of His blessings, as well as to our parish 
family, the Reichs strive to be faithful stewards 
of both His sacramental gifts and His financial 
gifts.

“We try to be very good about going to Mass 
each weekend as a family,” Travis says. “Even 
through COVID, we still went even though 
it wasn’t required. My wife works weekends 
sometimes, so even if she can’t come to Mass, 
I still really try to take the kids to Mass. And 
even though there are some weekends that I 
am in the Air National Guard and I can’t make 
it, she will take them. We also pray together 
and make a point to look at our budget so we 
can give generously financially.”
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It is natural to think of July as a 
time for recharging. After all, isn’t 

July the month most Americans 
would associate with the word “vaca-
tion”? Yes, Independence Day does 
provide a focus for the first part of 
the month, but then the rest of the 
month stretches ahead, seemingly 
empty of obligations for many of us. 

The month of July also represents 
the relative sameness of a farmer’s 
growing season. Like a farmer raising 
crops — having a busy spring plant-
ing season and a hectic fall harvest, 
with a long summer growing season in between 
— so it is with our lives. In our professional lives, 
completing our education, starting our careers, 
getting married, and beginning a family corre-
spond with the planting season. Then, retirement, 
with the changes in our lives that come with it, is 
comparable to the harvest. But between the two 
lies 40 years of labor — for some people, these 
are years of exciting and fulfilling work, but for 
others, these are years of drudgery that seem to 
have no end. And just as the noonday sun of July 
shines the hottest, the “heat” of our working years 
can become overwhelming.

The same is sometimes true of our spiritual life. 
Most of us don’t remember our Christian begin-
nings because we were baptized as infants. But all 
you have to do is see the joy and excitement in the 
faces of those to come into the Catholic Church at 
the Easter Vigil. Their spirits have been planted in 
the rich soil of grace from God and begin to sprout. 
The harvest we have to look forward to is eternal 
life with God in heaven. But between our baptism 
and our arrival at heaven, there are years of Chris-
tian living. For most of us, there are peaks and val-
leys, high points of joy and low points of sin, with 
long stretches of spiritual plateau in between. And 

that’s when the “heat” of the noonday 
sun seems to weaken our resolve to 
live for Christ.

The best way to deal with that dif-
ficulty in the spiritual life is through 
the practice of stewardship. The com-
mitments we make to devote some 
portion of our time, our talent, and 
our treasure to God guarantee that 
we come into contact with Him in reg-
ular worship and service.  By main-
taining our relationship with Him, 
we can grow in our trust in His love 
for us, so we do not need to fear “the 

scourge that lays waste” (Psalm 91) in the noon of 
our life’s demands. 

May God bless you and protect you this sum-
mer from all scourges, physical and spiritual. 
You’ll be more prepared to experience His grace if 
you’re at Mass each week.

Sincerely yours in Christ and His Mother,

Fr. Antony
Pastor

Stewardship 
Helps Us Endure the “Heat”

A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
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The family is the first place where children learn 
the faith. After all, the Second Vatican Council’s 

Dogmatic Constitution on the Church calls the fam-
ily the “domestic church.” In turn, the U.S. Con-
ference on Catholic Bishops lays out a number of 
ways to build a “domestic church,” such as always 
attending Sunday Mass, praying a Rosary as a fam-
ily, and inviting priests, deacons and sisters into 
your home, to name a few. 

The Families in Faith Religious Education pro-
grams seek to also teach children the faith, outside 
the home. All three programs will kick off a new year 
around the beginning of the school year. 

Sacred Heart and St. Michael’s continued classes 
through the COVID-19 pandemic with the students 
wearing masks, while St. Theresa moved classes to 
an at-home model. The three Directors of Religious 
Education for our parishes — Jerilee Wright at St. 
Theresa, Holly Carraher at St. Michael, and Angie 
Pfeifer at Sacred Heart — all look forward to more 
normalcy in the upcoming school year. 

Holly had been teaching religion for many 
years, and she began serving as St. Michael’s DRE 
three years ago. Last year, the class timing was 
altered for the younger students and the location 
of all classes moved from the school to the par-

ish hall at St. Michael. The first to sixth-grade 
students met from 4 to 5 p.m., and the seventh-
grade to senior students meet from 7 to 8 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. The younger students previously met 
from 7 to 8 p.m., but parents thought it might be 
too late for the younger ones. This also helped to 
have fewer people gathered at once. 

Although some things were changed or canceled 
due to the pandemic, Holly says it was still a special 
year. In place of the First Communion Retreat, Holly 
sent home the ingredients for the bread that is nor-
mally made and the students made their banners for 
the church pews at home. 

Holly really appreciates all the current volunteers 
and teachers — without their efforts, our parish 
students wouldn’t have a chance to learn the faith 
together, outside of the home. 

“It’s really important that the students have a 
chance to grow in faith,” Holly says. “We want to set 
them up with a strong foundation for their futures.”

Angie has served as the Sacred Heart DRE for 
nine years. Thanks to donors who have covered 
upkeep, classes are held at the former Sacred Heart 
School. This past year, Wednesday class times were 
altered for an earlier class time for the younger stu-
dents. The first to sixth-grade students meet from 

Our Parish Community Religious Education Programs
Looking Forward to a Year of Growing in Faith Together

First Communion at St. Michael, 2021 Confirmation at St. Michael, 2021
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Our Parish Community Religious Education Programs
Looking Forward to a Year of Growing in Faith Together

4:30 to 5:30 p.m. The seventh-grade to senior stu-
dents meet from 7 to 8 p.m.

Being a full-time special education teacher, Angie 
enjoys finding curriculums that “bring the faith to life 
for the kids.” She is grateful that the church has paid 
for technology upgrades so the kids have an opportu-
nity to learn the faith in new ways. 

Angie extends her gratitude to the volunteer cat-
echists, in appreciation for their zeal and dedication. 
She loves seeing teachers step out of their comfort 
zone and get more comfortable sharing their story. 

“I always tell them, ‘That is the Holy Spirit work-
ing in you,’” says Angie. 

As Angie notes, anyone with a passion for the 
faith is encouraged and invited to step forward to 
teach or volunteer. She’s always open to new ideas. 

“We just want to touch their lives so that 
they have a desire to pursue the faith for the 
rest of their lives,” Angie says. 

St. Theresa’s religious education program is 
held Sundays at 10 a.m. The classes will return 
to in-person for the upcoming year. For this 
year, as with every year, Jerilee looks forward 
to finding new religious education programs to 
keep the students interested. 

All three programs are always looking for more 
volunteers and teachers. All three women say volun-
teering is often as much of a blessing for the adult as 
it is for the students. 

“Volunteering to help with faith formation is a 
very rewarding experience,” Jerilee says. “I truly feel 
that volunteering to help with religious education has 
the ability to transform the faith life of the volunteers, 
as well as the children!”

Registration information for students 
for the 2021-22 school year 

will be coming soon! 

First Communion at St. Theresa, 2021

Confirmation at Sacred Heart, 2021

First Communion at Sacred Heart, 2021
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Each day, we strive to live stewardship in our lives, recognizing our roles as “God’s co-workers” in 
His creative, redemptive and sanctifying work. But in our quest to live as disciples of Christ, many 

obstacles often arise.
One of the most prevalent roadblocks in living stewardship is understanding the traits that make 

up a good Christian steward. Surely, it would be much more convenient if we had some sort of “stew-
ardship list” that could lay out the necessary steps to becoming a good steward. Unfortunately, it more 
often feels like living stewardship is a lifelong journey that we will never fully comprehend.

Fortunately, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ pastoral letter on stewardship, Stew-
ardship: A Disciple’s Response, gives some insight into the characteristics that make up a good Chris-
tian steward. 

The Christian steward should display some of the following traits:

THE TRAITS 
          OF THE Christian Steward

Insight — Before the disciples could live 
what we know as the stewardship way of 
life, they needed a flash of insight, or a 
certain way of viewing the world and their 
relationship to it in a fresh light. This “di-
vine grandeur,” more than anything else, 
is often what sets people on the path to 
Christian stewardship (Stewardship: A Dis-
ciple’s Response, 39).

Conscientiousness — Stewards are fully 
conscious of their accountability in sharing 
of their time, talent and treasure. As care-
takers of the gifts that God has given them, 
they have the opportunity and responsibil-
ity to use them to their fullest potential to 
spread God’s Kingdom on Earth (40).

Generosity — Christian stewards are generous 
out of love as well as duty. They should display 
a desire to share with and care for others based 
on the sacramental graces they have received. 
And they are also cognizant of the many warn-
ings that the New Testament presents to those 
who fail in charity and authentic love (40).

Joy — Christian stewards are often presented 
with difficult obstacles, but they should remain 
joyful in the face of challenges to their lives of 
stewardship. Like Paul, the good steward is able 
to say, “I am filled with encouragement, I am 
overflowing with joy all the more because of all 
our affliction” (2 Cor. 7:4). Only by serving with a 
joyful spirit will stewards fully reap the rewards 
of their service, both in this life and the next.

Indeed, living as a Christian steward is a lifelong journey with many ups and downs along the way. 
But if we strive to consciously incorporate each of these characteristics into our giving of time, talent 
and treasure, we will find that the responsibilities of a good Christian steward will become much clear-
er with each experience of service.
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In a June 2019 message, Pope Francis em-
phasized the continuing importance of Cath-

olic education: “In a particular way, Catholic 
educational institutions have the mission of of-
fering horizons that are open to transcendence 
so that Catholic education can make a differ-
ence by cultivating spiritual values in young 
people.”

The pope’s words touch upon one of the 
greatest gifts we have in our Catholic schools 
— a place where students come to receive not 
only an excellent academic education but a 
strong foundation in the faith that will shape 
their values and worldview for a lifetime.

Each year, our Spalding Academy Boost-
ers Club sponsors an event that brings our 
community together for fun, food, and fellow-
ship — all in support of the wonderful Catholic 
education provided by the school. The annual 
fundraiser usually takes place in August or 

September, offering attendees a delicious din-
ner and the chance to participate in an excit-
ing auction. 

The Spalding Shamrocks first began host-
ing a dinner auction just over five years ago, 
due to the need for a bus and other items and 
supplies. Thanks to these successful events, 
Spalding Academy has been able to defray 
many operating costs not just for its athletic 
programs, but for the academic side of things, 
as well.

“Typically, the money raised is used to pay 
for all the gas and repairs on the buses, the 
athletic programs and the banners in the gym, 
and supplements to the teachers’ salaries,” 
says Booster Club member Mary Glesinger. “If 
you think about most schools, funds raised 
might be used primarily for athletics, but in 
our school, it’s closer to 75 percent toward 
teacher salaries and operating expenses and 

T H E  S PA L D I N G  A C A D E MY 
BOOSTERS CLUB

Offering an Exciting Evening of Food 
and Fellowship for a Cause
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“I enjoy the camaraderie of 
the people working together. I 
want the students to have the 

resources to succeed with their 
extracurricular activities, and 

I have the time to help out. The 
school parents are very active 
in boosters on top of being on 
sports teams and fundraising 

for each class.” — MARY GLESINGER
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about 25 percent for booster stuff.”

At this annual event, there is certainly 
something for everyone — the incredible food 
prepared by the Carraher brothers, the enter-
tainment of the auction, and, best of all, the 
opportunity to meet and mingle with old and 
new friends in our area Catholic community. 

For Mary, helping with the Booster Club and 
the fundraiser is a chance to give back for the 
many blessings her family has received from Spald-
ing Academy. Both of her children are alumni of 
the school, as are their father and grandparents. 

Mary is thankful for the strong foundation 

in the faith that the school provides. She enjoys 
being a part of the Boosters community and 
is always inspired by the level of commitment 
demonstrated by the school’s teachers, stu-
dents, and families.

“I like the students and their families,” Mary 
says. “[I stay involved because] I enjoy the 
camaraderie of the people working together. I 
want the students to have the resources to suc-
ceed with their extracurricular activities, and I 
have the time to help out. The school parents 
are very active in boosters on top of being on 
sports teams and fundraising for each class.”

We invite everyone to show their support for the wonderful gift of a Catholic 
education by joining our Spalding Shamrocks for the dinner and 

auction again this year! Stay tuned for more details to come.

http://www.families-infaith.com

