
Be sure to send in your RSVP and attend 
the Families in Faith Development Dinner, 

set for Feb. 15 at the Spalding Auditorium. You 
won’t want to miss this evening of fellowship, 
stewardship, and growth for our parish!

An overall theme of “Light” will carry the 
dinner, in keeping with the tradition of using 
that theme since the dinner’s beginning 
in 2006. Last year, the theme followed the 
tradition with “Illumination.”

The evening will begin with the celebration 
of Mass at 4 p.m. with Bishop Hanefeldt 
officiating, followed by a social at 5 p.m. 
During the social, you will have the chance 
to place bids in the Silent Auction. Dinner 
follows, and you’ll have the opportunity to 
place bids on fantastic items during the Live 
Auction.

The raffle item for the evening is a trip to 
Las Vegas or $3000.00 cash donated by Gene 
& Marge Smyth, who have made this same 
donation since the first Development Dinner in 
2006.

Three committees in the Development 

Dinner Ministry are arranging the evening 
with coordination by Courtney Leslie. The 
committees include Planning, Decorating, and 
Silent Auction.

“There’s always been at least two to 
three committees working on heading it 
up,” Courtney says. “The volunteers make it 
possible. Without them, we couldn’t do it. They 
all chip in together to make it happen.”

All parishioners in Families in Faith will be 
sent invitations to the dinner, with a request 
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As professed disciples of Christ, we are also 
stewards of our personal and communal 

vocations. When we declare Christ as our 
King and Savior, we also promise to exist 
as His earthly body. The universal Church 
depends upon its individual earthly members 
for evangelization and support. As stewards 
of Catholicism, we must respond to this call 
with living faith and heartfelt stewardship. 
We must employ our lives in Christ’s service, 
allowing Him to vocationally use us to our 
fullest potential. God designed us with specific 
talents in mind — by closely communicating 
with Jesus, His Son, we can put our talents to 
proper use. As stated in John’s Gospel, when 
we give our lives to Christ, He promises to 
ignite them accordingly: “I came so that they 
might have life and have it more abundantly” 
(Jn 10:10).

True life demands sacrifices, which are 
crucial in urging us onward and upward toward 
Christ. When we embark upon a lifelong path 
of stewardship, giving our time, talent and 
treasure in the service of God and His Church, 
we are effectively allowing Jesus to guide us 
along life’s slippery slopes with the steady 
hand of a practiced master. Christ explains 
this concept in the ninth chapter of Luke’s 
Gospel: “If anyone wishes to come after me, he 
must deny himself and take up his cross daily 
and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
my sake will save it” (Lk 9:23-24). Only after 
completely giving our lives over to Christ, will 
we experience the true majesty of life — the life 
each of us is destined to live. 

As Catholics, we are urged to outwardly 
promote all stages of life, and to stand up in 
its defense. Considering the attention death 
has garnered within our society — whether 
we focus upon abortion, embryonic stem cell 
research, capital punishment or euthanasia — 

an understanding and respect for life must be 
reinstated into our culture and lives. But we 
must first harbor a true, personal love for life 
within our very souls, and live our own lives to 
the fullest, through Christ, in the service and 
promotion of His Church. We must become 
stewards of faith, in order to truly live as Christ 
planned. And we must give our time, talents 
and treasure — all gifts God has given us 
through life — before we can really claim to be 
alive. 

Let us promote the sanctity of life through 
personal conversion. Our deaths in Christ 
destine us to live in His glory, the ultimate 
expression of life. Let us become the disciples 
we claim to be, by adopting the essence of 
stewardship and melding it into our very souls.

STEWARDSHIP: 
Living Life to the Fullest 
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It’s January and that means it’s 
time for New Year’s resolutions 

— at least that’s the widespread 
perception in our culture. So, I 
want us to reflect on resolutions 
for a few minutes.

Often, New Year’s resolutions are 
intended simply to undo the harm 
we did to ourselves by overindulging 
in food and drink between 
Thanksgiving and the end of the 
year. Some resolutions are changes 
we know we should make, but 
aren’t really committed to making — 
thus, they don’t last very long.

Reflecting on this in broader 
terms, when should we make a 
resolution to eliminate a sinful practice from our 
life? That question has a simple answer — the 
moment we realize we’re engaging in a sinful 
practice. In other words, as soon as we realize 
we’re doing something wrong, we should stop. It 
doesn’t matter whether that sin is as “large” as 
cheating on your spouse or as “small” as sharing 
vicious gossip — we should stop immediately 
when we recognize it’s a sinful behavior.  

Now, I admit that making the changes we 
need in order to grow closer to Christ is easier 
said than done. All too often, we fool ourselves 
into thinking we can make all the changes we 
need under our own strength and on a convenient 
timetable. For real change, we need guidance 
and we need help — a new life, in fact. St. Paul 
addressed this when he wrote to the Romans 
(6:4), “We were indeed buried with him through 
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 
too might live in newness of life.”

In other words, we need a new life, not a new 
year. We find this new life in union with Christ 

within His Body, the Church. 
The Church can provide you 
with guidance. She has 2,000 
years of accumulated wisdom 
and experience, beginning with 
God’s own revelation. The Ten 
Commandments provide a 
brief, incisive outline for ethical 
behavior. Help comes from God’s 
grace, available to us in the 
sacraments and through prayer.  

A new life means we have new 
priorities and a new viewpoint when 
we look at every aspect of the way we 
live. It impacts the use of the time we 
have, the talents God has given us, 
and the treasure with which He has 

blessed us. With God’s grace and guidance, lived in 
union with the Church, we find that “in newness of 
life” we can “cease doing evil” and “learn to do good.” 
That’s a resolution worth making. Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year! 

Sincerely yours in Christ and His Mother,

Fr. Antony
Pastor

Start a New Life, 
Not Just a New Year

A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
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Parents play a pivotal role in forming their 
children in the faith. Lifelong St. Theresa 

parishioner Jerilee Wright knows this to be true 
from personal experience, attributing her adult 
understanding of stewardship and spirituality 
specifically to her mother’s excellent example.

“My mother played a huge role in my faith,” 
Jerilee says. “Growing up, she taught me the 
importance of having a personal relationship 
with God. She was always, and still is, very 
involved in our parish and even taught my 
Religious Education classes some years. My 
mom really taught me about stewardship by her 
example. She has always used her God-given 
talents in many different areas of our parish.”

Though this model was always in the 
background of Jerilee’s life, it wasn’t until she 
married her husband, Scott, and they began 
having children of their own that the full impact 
of her mother’s example hit home. Hoping to have 
a similar influence on their now five children, the 
Wrights were inspired to become more active within 
their faith, truly embracing the understanding that 
everything they have — be it time, talent or treasure 
— comes from God and to seek out ways to give 
those blessings back in service of others. This led 
Jerilee to teach Religious Education for a number 
of years before ultimately transitioning into her 
current role as the ministry’s director.

“I feel called to this ministry and have 
received many blessings by being involved in it,” 
Jerilee says. “As for my family, I want to lead 
by example just as my own parents did. I want 
my children to see me actively using my time, 
talent and treasure to serve others and God.”

Scott, meanwhile, has felt called to accept 
a membership on the Parish Council, is part 
of the Knights of Columbus, and has recently 
begun teaching Religious Education to a class of 
teenage boys.

“When I hear the word ‘stewardship,’ I think 

JERILEE AND SCOTT WRIGHT 
Living Out Stewardship as a Faithful Family Tradition

Scott and Jerilee Wright with their five children
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JERILEE AND SCOTT WRIGHT 
Living Out Stewardship as a Faithful Family Tradition

of taking responsibility within the community, 
thanking God for what we have and putting my 
talents to work for the good of the Church,” Scott 
says. “And the more I go to church with my family 
and teach CCD, the stronger my spiritual life 
becomes, making me even more thankful to God.”

Not only do these ministries allow Scott and 
Jerilee to put their talents to good use, but it also 
enables them to more fully make God the center of 
their marriage and family life, as they live out words 
from Scripture, “As for me and my household, we 
will serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:15). 

“I think it is important for the whole family 
to understand their role in being a good 
steward,” Jerilee says. “I feel that being involved 
in the Church at a young age is a great way for 
a child to understand stewardship. Our oldest 
child was so eager to become an altar server 
and it really brings us joy to see him offer his 

time and talents in that way! He is also setting 
such a great example for his younger siblings 
who sit in the front pew at church and see him 
serve the Lord in this way.”

As they strive to continue living out 
stewardship to the fullest, the Wrights are deeply 
grateful for the stewardship models they’ve been 
blessed with in their lives — the people who have 
shown them the way through their example and 
who continue to guide them in their journey now. 
Their hope is to continue growing in the faith so 
that they can become a similar guide to others.

“Stewardship is not a contest,” Scott says. 
“Any one of us can give our time, talent and 
treasures in many different ways. You get out 
of it what you put into it. For us, it’s helped 
strengthen our marriage and family in many 
ways. We are able to simply be together, learn 
together, and grow spiritually together.”

to respond whether or not one is attending. 
Tickets are $100 a couple, or $50 for a single 
ticket. Raffle tickets will be available for 
purchase at this same time.

“If any parishioner knows someone from 
outside who would like to attend, we can add 
them to the list,” Jeannie says. “We have some 
who come who aren’t parishioners.”

Proceeds from the evening will go to the 
parish general fund.

“We were working with ways to bring in 
money for our parish,” Jeannie says of the 
dinner’s origins. “This is one event that was 
started and it’s still going. It’s a nice evening 
to get everyone out and bring in income for the 
parish.”

“The dinner brings all together — the young 
and the old,” Courtney says. 

“When you get people involved with helping, 
it just gives a good feeling,” Jeannie says. 

Development Dinner  continued from front cover

Anyone who wants to donate items to either the Silent Auction or Live Auction 
may call the parish office at 308-497-2662. The RSVPs should be returned no later 

than Feb. 1 so an accurate count can be given to the caterer.
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As the first American-born 
canonized saint, Elizabeth 

Ann Seton’s entrance into history 
was guided by Divine Providence. 
Born on Aug. 28, 1774, just 
months after the Boston Tea 
Party, Elizabeth’s childhood 
witnessed pivotal events in the 
formation of our country — 
the Continental Congress, the 
Declaration of Independence, 
and the American Revolution. 
At the time of the foundation of 
the new Republic, in a society 
predominately hostile toward 
Catholicism, a flower blossomed 
that would forever change the shape of education 
in the United States. 

Elizabeth Seton was born into a wealthy 
Protestant family in New York City. Her life, 
although materially blessed, was not without 
suffering. Elizabeth’s biological mother died 
when she was only 3, and her younger sister, 
Catherine Josephine, died at the age of 2. A 
spark of faith, however, was visible even in her 
early childhood. When questioned about her 
sadness concerning her sister’s death, Elizabeth 
simply responded, “Kitty is gone up to heaven. I 
wish I could go there too.”

Elizabeth grew into a beautiful woman, courted 
lavishly by handsome young men from prominent 
New York families. At the age of 19, she met a 
charming New York financier, William Seton, and 
the couple was wed in 1794. They remained in 
high society until her father-in-law’s passing, 
which left them to care for William’s seven younger 
siblings, along with three children of their own. 
Consequently, the Seton finances crashed.

The couple traveled to Italy — it was here 
that William’s health failed him, and he died in 
December 1803. Providentially, Elizabeth was left 
in the company of a strong Catholic family where 
she witnessed the practice of the faith. In a letter 

to her sister, Elizabeth wrote, “My 
sister dear, how happy would we 
be, if we believed what these dear 
souls believe, that they possess 
God in the Sacrament, and that 
He remains in their churches...” 

After an eight-month stay, 
Elizabeth returned to America, 
and she began to investigate 
Catholicism more deeply. She 
was besought by Protestant 
friends who hoped to dissuade 
her. At this time, Elizabeth 
prayed repeatedly, “If I am right, 
Thy grace impart, still in the right 
to stay. If I am wrong, oh teach 

my heart to find the better way.” 
In 1805, after much interior struggle, Elizabeth 

became Catholic. Abandoned entirely by her family 
and friends, she resolved her financial difficulties 
through teaching. 

In 1807, Elizabeth was invited to establish a 
Catholic school for girls in Baltimore. The task 
was daunting, and Elizabeth labored intensely, 
explaining how “from half past five in the morning 
until nine at night, every moment is full — no 
space even to be troubled.” After winters spent 
in continual hardship and sacrifice, the school 
flourished and, within years, Mother Seton planted 
the seed from which sprang the parochial school 
system — along with hospitals and orphanages. 

Before her death in January 1821, she was 
the active mother of five — although two of her 
daughters died young — and the spiritual mother 
of a full-fledged religious congregation known as 
the Sisters of Charity. She was canonized in 1975, 
and her feast day is celebrated on Jan. 4. 

Thanks to St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, the 
Catholic parochial school system remains vibrant 
and active. And as we celebrate Catholic Schools 
Week, we are thankful for the sacrifice of this 
loving wife, devoted mother, foundress and all-
American saint.

The Patron of Catholic Schools in America

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
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There have long been scientists who claimed that 
their work was “incompatible” with faith in God. 

But as our world has become increasingly polarized, 
more and more people seem to believe that there 
must be a disconnect between faith and reason. For 
many scientists — and secular scholars in other 
fields, as well — religion and academics are deemed 
mutually exclusive. If something cannot be proven 
empirically, they posit, it is foolhardy to stake one’s 
life on it. And yet, this is exactly what we as Catholic 
Christians do — every time we say the word “amen,” 
in fact, we are declaring that we believe Church 
teachings to be an absolute truth. 

So is all this to say that the Church really is 
“anti-science,” as some of its detractors claim? 
Certainly not! In fact, most people — Catholics 
and non-Catholics alike — would probably be very 
surprised to know just how many Catholic thinkers 
have played a major role in the development of 
modern scientific thought. 

Most of us are familiar with some of the earliest 
scientific advances made by famous Catholic 
scholars like Copernicus, Galileo, Descartes, and 
Leonardo da Vinci. But fast-forward to the 19th 
century — when countless innovations in modern 
science began kicking into high gear — and the 
contributions made by Catholic scientists are 
astounding! For example, the Mercalli scale used to 
measure earthquakes was developed by an Italian 
Catholic volcanologist, Giuseppe Mercalli, at the 
turn of the last century. You may also remember 
some of the laws of Mendelian inheritance from 
your high school biology class — Augustinian friar 
and botanist Gregor Mendel first discovered these 
recessive and dominant “factors” (which would later 
come to be called genes) in the 1800s, becoming the 
founder of genetics.

Of course, these are just a few of the more widely 
known examples. Those who work in the specific 
fields of physics and cosmology have several priests 
to thank for the incredible advances made in this 
area of study over the last century. Fr. Georges 
Lemaître was a Catholic priest living in Belgium 
during the first half of the 20th century. A professor 

of astronomy and physics at the Catholic University 
of Leuven, Fr. Lemaître was the first scientist to 
propose the Big Bang theory — which he referred 
to as the “primeval atom” or the “Cosmic Egg” — 
and the theory of the expansion of the universe. Fr. 
Lemaître’s brilliant and meticulous research won 
over even the most skeptical scientists in his field 
— reportedly, upon hearing Fr. Lemaître present his 
theories at a conference in California, Albert Einstein 
declared, “This is the most beautiful and satisfactory 
explanation of creation to which I have ever listened.”

For Fr. Lemaître, who served as president of 
the Pontifical Academy of Sciences from 1960 
until his death in 1966, balancing the worlds of 
priesthood and cosmology research was not always 
easy. Sometimes, Catholic believers misunderstood 
his quest to discover the origin of the universe as 
a desire to put limits on God. On the other side, 
secular scientists questioned his ability to formulate 
theories of the universe objectively, suspecting that 
he was seeking to manipulate his scientific finds 
to fit them within Church teaching. In reality, Fr. 
Lemaître always advocated for a strict separation 
between science and faith, claiming that the Bible 
was not intended to be read as a science textbook 
and that “God could not be reduced to a scientific 
hypothesis.” For this Catholic scientist, although 
faith and science may have each answered separate 
questions, they were certainly not incompatible.

In contrast to Lemaître’s careful separation of 
questions of science and faith, another famous 
physicist priest takes the opposite approach. 
Fr. Michal Heller, professor of philosophy 
at the Pontifical University of John Paul 
II in Kraków, Poland, and member of the Vatican 
Observatory staff, seeks to bring together the fields 
of science, philosophy, and theology. In an interview 
with The New York Times upon his receipt of the 
acclaimed Templeton Prize for science and religion 
in 2008, Heller explained: “I always wanted to do 
the most important things, and what can be more 
important than science and religion? Science gives 
us knowledge, and religion gives us meaning. Both 
are prerequisites of the decent existence.” Fr. Heller, 

Faith and ScienceFaith and ScienceCan They Mix?Can They Mix?
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whose current research focuses on general relativity 
and quantum mechanics, strives to study the known 
elements of science within the context of a universe 
that has an (empirically) unknowable God as its 
creator.

In a similar way, yet another scientist priest of 
the past century successfully reconciled science 
and faith in his life’s work. Fr. Stanley Jaki (1924-
2009) was a Hungarian Benedictine priest who held 
doctorates in theology and physics, and authored 
over 40 books in these fields —and in the history 
of science — during his lifetime. Fr. Jaki is perhaps 
best known for his claim that modern science and 
cosmology were only made possible through the 
Christian understanding of creation that took root 
in medieval Europe. Fr. Jaki believed that faith and 
science must work together, and he warned against 

the tendency of modern society to seek omniscience 
through scientific study, thus letting science take the 
place of God. 

Certainly, the list of Catholic scientists who 
have deservedly become renowned in their fields of 
study is longer than most people probably imagine. 
Still today, scientists like astronomer Fr. George 
Coyne, former director of the Vatican Observatory 
and current professor at Le Moyne College in New 
York, continue to make significant contributions to 
the study of modern science worldwide. Contrary to 
those who may try to claim that faith and science 
are incompatible, the Church has proven over the 
centuries that understanding the science behind 
how our world works absolutely can — and should 
— go hand in hand with the pursuit of fully knowing 
and serving our God.

Are you interested in learning about the Church’s teachings on the relationship between faith and reason? 
The papal encyclicals Humani Generis and Fides et Ratio provide in-depth explorations of this important topic.


