
The Holy Spirit is intensely active in the Church 
today, and our vibrant, evolving Religious 

Education programs are living proof of it. 
“This upcoming CCD year, I want to help my 

students to see how faith can interact with their 
daily lives,” says Angie Erikson, who serves as the 
Director of Religious Education for Sacred Heart 
Parish. “Faith is always there, but I don’t know 
if they understand how fully it can influence 
everything they do. I want to show them how to 
integrate their relationship with God into their 
lives, and use the power of prayer.” 

In addition, at Sacred Heart, the Religious 
Education staff is planning on implementing 
additional advanced technology and using 
computers at a more functional level for faith 
formation purposes. For example, they will 
be using Kahoot!, an application that will 
allow students to learn interactively with 
smartphones. They will also be introducing 
Quizlet, an internet-based testing program 
that functions as an exciting game where 
the students can earn points for answering 
catechetical questions quickly and correctly.  

“I was struggling to figure out how I could 
get my students to be more interested in their 
faith when I went to a conference offered by 
Bishop Hanefeldt,” Angie says. “He talked about 
how we need to bring the Catholic faith to our 

children at their level, so they can understand 
it better and be drawn in. This led Fr. Antony 
and I to decide to try incorporating more 
technology into our CCD program.”

Furthermore, Angie hopes to kindle a 
deeper desire in the hearts of parents to bring 
their children to Eucharistic Adoration and 
Reconciliation services at the parish. 

Similarly, throughout this upcoming 
CCD year at St. Theresa’s Parish, Director of 
Religious Education Jeri Wright also hopes to 
inspire parents to get more involved in their 
family’s faith formation, and encourages all to 
spend time with Jesus in Adoration regularly. 

Showing Students How Faith Can Interact With Daily Lives 
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“We would like to make parents more aware 
of what their children are learning in CCD,” she 
says. “We want to ignite a spark of faith at CCD, 
but keep the fire burning throughout the week 
at home. As the Church teaches, the family is 
the ‘domestic church,’ and is meant to keep 
the Catholic faith alive. We not only want our 
students to experience God during CCD, but 
also with their families.”

 And as our parish grows in its love and 
devotion for Our Lord humbly exposed in 
adoration, Jeri hopes to answer Christ’s call, “let 
the children come to Me” (Mark 10:14), as well.

“I am really excited to get the kids more 
involved in Adoration,” Jeri says. “It will be such 
a great spiritual experience for them!”

Finally, this summer, St. Theresa’s will be 
hosting a dynamic program called Discovery 
Mission Vacation Bible School, which features 
fun activities and meaningful content about 
marriage, priesthood and religious life.

Religious Education in Our Parish
continued from front cover

“This upcoming CCD year, I want to help my students to see how faith can interact 
with their daily lives. Faith is always there, but I don’t know if they understand 
how fully it can influence everything they do. I want to show them how to integrate 
their relationship with God into their lives, and use the power of prayer.”
– Angie Erikson, Director of Religious Education for Sacred Heart Parish

Registration for CCD at Sacred Heart Parish will 
take place at a potluck dinner in August. For 

more information or to volunteer, please contact 
Angie Erikson at 785-410-7285. To register your 
child for CCD or VBS at St. Theresa’s Parish, see 
future parish bulletins for further information. To 

sign up to help with CCD, please call
Jeri Wright at 402-340-7138.
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May is traditionally celebrated 
in the Church as the month 

of Mary, our Blessed Mother. As 
the Mother of the Church, she 
provides us with an example of 
what it means to be a servant of 
God and our fellow humans, as 
well as how to obediently fulfill 
the promptings of the Holy Spirit.

As Catholics, we are called 
to model the life of Jesus. That 
can be difficult, and there are 
certainly challenges to living as 
a disciple of Christ. But living 
stewardship and discipleship 
brings intense contentment and 
joy to those who take that risk. As we hear in St. 
Paul’s letter to the Romans, “All things work for 
good for those who love God.”

After Jesus Himself, we look to our Blessed 
Mother as an ideal steward and an example 
of what stewardship means. As the Mother of 
Christ, she lived her life and her ministry in 
a total spirit of faithfulness and service. She 
responded to the call to be a disciple. For us to 
be disciples, we also need to be good stewards of 
the gifts we have received. Our Church and our 
parish are gifts to us from God. 

At no point in Holy Scripture does Jesus tell 
us that following Him is easy. We know it is not 
always simple and effortless. It requires dedication 
and commitment. Pope Francis has said on more 
than one occasion, “We cannot be part-time 
Christians and Catholics! We should seek to live 
our faith at every moment of every day.” 

I suspect that is how Mary lived her life from 
that moment she turned it over to God and His 
Will. So, let us vow together during this month 
of Mary to follow her example, and seek to be the 
kinds of good stewards that will make our faith 
community even stronger and more effective.

I pray that we all can find the 
strength to live and practice our 
faith as we should. This means 
being faithful to the sacraments 
and looking for ways to help and 
serve one another. We have a great 
parish – let us make it even greater.

As we hear in Holy Scripture, 
“May the Lord bless you and keep 
you. May the Lord make His face 
shine upon you, and be gracious 
to you! May the Lord look upon 
you kindly and give you peace” 
(Numbers 6:24-26). Pray for me, 
as I pray for you.

Sincerely yours in Christ and His Mother,

Fr. Antony
Pastor

We Cannot Be Part-Time Christians
A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
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Maria Glaser, a lifelong parishioner of St. 
Michael, was a young child when she first 

contemplated one day entering religious life. 
In her early years at Spalding Academy, Maria 
– like many of her peers – greatly looked up to 
teacher Sr. Mary Faith. And as it turns out, 
the dynamic and positive example of religious 
life that Maria found in this remarkable Sister 
planted a seed in the girl’s mind that would 
indeed come to fruition years later. For while 

Maria distanced herself from the idea of a 
religious vocation during her high school years, 
by the time she had reached her sophomore 
year at Benedictine College in Kansas, she 
began once more to open her mind and heart to 
the possibility of a call to religious life. 

The story of how Maria went from those 
early moments of discernment to her formal 
acceptance into the Missionaries of Charity is 
a testament to the way God answers prayers, 
sometimes in the most unexpected of ways.

“In college, I started thinking about religious 
life again, so I started going through spiritual 
direction,” Maria explains. “I met with a spiritual 
advisor, Fr. Brendan Rolling, every other week 
and discussed how my prayer life was going. 
He was a support system, and talking to him 
about prayer was very helpful in discerning how 
God was answering my prayers, because He has 
always been answering my prayers – though not 
always how I wanted Him to. So, the priest was 
able to help me with all that. 

“I kind of knew [I was being called to 
religious life], but I fought it for awhile,” she 
continues. “When I finally accepted it, there was 
a huge sense of peace and calm and I had no 
anxiety about it at all.”

Once she knew she had a vocation to 
religious life, Maria began the process of 
seeking a spiritual home. She began by 
spending her spring break from college 
participating in a weeklong “nun run,” visiting 
various religious communities to learn more 
about them. While there were things she liked 
about each of the communities she visited, 
none really stood out to her, and she returned 
to campus still uncertain about where she 
might find her place in religious life.

Following her graduation from Benedictine 
College, Maria went on a mission trip to 
Calcutta, India, with her sister and about nine 
other people. Maria’s time working with the 

An Answered Prayer and an Answered Call 
Parishioner Maria Glaser Reflects on Her Path to Religious Life

Maria was part of a group led by Fr. Jamie Hottovy (in 
back) that served with the Missionaries of Charity in 
Calcutta (Maria is directly in front of Fr. Hottovy). Other 
members of the group included Fr. Courtney (front) and 
Maria’s sister and brother-in-law (middle). It was at the 
conclusion of this trip that Maria discerned her vocation 
to become a Sister in the Missionaries of Charity.
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An Answered Prayer and an Answered Call 
Parishioner Maria Glaser Reflects on Her Path to Religious Life

Missionaries of Charity there would prove to be 
yet another answered prayer.

“It was absolutely beautiful – it was difficult, 
but awesome,” says Maria of the life-changing 
experience in Calcutta. “On our last day, my 
sister and I went to pray at Mother Teresa’s 
tomb and I asked God for a sign if that’s where 
I was supposed to be – I asked Him to have a 
Missionaries of Charity Sister ask me to join. 
We left the tomb and didn’t see any Sisters. 
Later, we were at the airport checking our bags, 
and suddenly about 30 Sisters walked up and 
started talking to us. Then a Sister said to us, 
‘One of you will become a Missionaries of Charity 
Sister.’ Then she turned to me and said, ‘Do you 
want to be a Missionaries of Charity Sister?’”

This time, there was certainly no missing 
God’s answer to Maria’s prayer! Upon her return 
to the States, Maria began working toward 
joining the Missionaries of Charity. Knowing 
that she could not enter religious life with 
any outstanding student loans, her first order 
of business was to look for a job that would 
help her begin paying off her college loans. Yet 
another prayer was answered when she was 
asked to take the position of Director of Religious 
Education and Youth Ministry at St. Michael. 

 In her two years with Religious Education 
and Youth Ministry, Maria has enjoyed working 
with the parish youth and their parents.

“My favorite part has been just seeing the 
amount of parents that volunteer and make 
religious education a priority for their kids,” 

she says. “Over the two years I’ve been here, 
any ideas that I’ve proposed to help make the 
program better, the parents have gotten behind 
and just run with them! And youth ministry 
has been really fun – I’ve been surprised by the 
great turnout we have gotten for things like the 
Steubenville of the Rockies retreat last year, 
and a mission trip we took to Chicago.”

This past January, Maria went to spend 
two weeks with the Missionaries of Charity in 
Chicago and received her formal acceptance 
into the Order. Through her work at the parish 
and helping her brother with his construction 
business, she had paid down almost half of her 
student loans, but still had $30,000 remaining. 

Maria Glaser with her parents and siblings – (back, 
from left) John, Grace, Ron, Cindy, Johanna; (front, from 
left) Matt, Maria, Angela, and Luke.

A Message From Our Families in Faith Community
We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to Maria Glaser for all the work 
she has done as Director of Religious Education and Youth Ministries here 
in our Families in Faith Parishes. Our community offers its prayers as you 
proceed on your vocation journey. Thank you, Maria!

continued on back cover
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Have you ever wished that life came with an 
instruction manual? What a valuable re-

source that would be! Whenever you find your-
self running in circles, this instruction manual 
would give you step-by-step instructions on 
how to fix the problem and reroute your course.

Well, here’s some good news. For those living a 
Christian life, there is such a manual – the Bible.

Sometimes referred to as the “textbook of 
stewardship,” the Bible is a bountiful resource 
for the present-day Christian. Written by 
anointed prophets and sages, this collection of 
divinely inspired parables, poems and letters is 
full of testimonials that express the blessings 
that come from true discipleship, expressed 
through lives of stewardship. 

Stewardship is not a new concept. The Bible 
gives proof to this claim through passages such 
as the 26th chapter of the Book of Deuter-
onomy. We read Moses’ words, as he tells the 
Israelites to offer the choicest portions of their 
harvest to God: “When you have come into the 
land which the Lord, your God, is giving you as 
a heritage, and have occupied it and settled in 
it, you shall take some first fruits of the vari-
ous products of the soil which you harvest from 
the land which the Lord, your God, gives you, 
and putting them in a basket, you shall go to 
the place which the Lord, your God, will choose 
for the dwelling place of his name… ‘There-
fore, I have now brought you the first fruits of 
the products of the soil which you, O LORD, 
have given me.’ And having set them before the 
LORD, your God, you shall bow down in his 
presence” (Dt 26:1-2, 10).

St. Paul briefly touches on the essence of 
stewardship when he said, “In every way I have 
shown you that by hard work of that sort we 
must help the weak, and keep in mind the 

words of the Lord Jesus who himself said, ‘It 
is more blessed to give than to receive’” (Acts 
20:35).

Again, in St. Paul’s second letter to the Cor-
inthians, we read about living a life of Christian 
stewardship: “Whoever sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully 
will also reap bountifully. Each must do as 
already determined, without sadness or com-
pulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 
9:6-7).

While this is well and good, what does it 
mean for the present-day Christian? Why 
should it matter that the Bible alludes to stew-
ardship in various passages? It shows us that 
Christians and Jews have struggled with and 
benefitted from the concept of stewardship for 
thousands of years. It ties the message of stew-
ardship to the role of a Christian disciple. It 
gives proof that stewardship and discipleship 
go hand-in-hand. It offers encouragement to us, 
that stewardship is in fact a foundational com-
ponent of the Christian life, a way of life that 
one of the founding fathers of the Church – St. 
Paul – preached about and advocated.

The Bible is indeed the textbook of stew-
ardship. It lays out the steps we must take to 
become true disciples of Christ. Reading and 
meditating upon God’s Word is always a fruitful 
exercise. Those who regularly delve into Scrip-
ture often develop a deeper understanding of 
who God is, how and why He loves us, and how 
we can show Him our love in return.

As you strive to become a grateful steward 
and live the life of Christian discipleship, de-
velop a love for Sacred Scripture. Allow God’s 
Word to nourish your soul regularly, and watch 
as stewardship changes from a foreign concept 
to an integral component of your daily life.

The Bible
The Textbook of Stewardship
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When you walk into our parish, you can’t 
help but feel at home. Thanks to our 

Hospitality Ministry, our parish family can be a 
community with open arms and an admirable 
love for the stewardship vision.

“People really need to know they are 
welcome at our parish, whether they are just 
visitors, or those who come every Sunday,” says 
Bob Leslie, who volunteers with the Hospitality 
Ministry along with his wife, Marilyn. “We 
should all try to be good stewards and make 
our church community grow, and one way to do 
that is by being very friendly and making sure 
everyone feels welcome.”

Members of the Hospitality Ministry strive 
to greet all of those who enter our parish doors 
with a warm spirit, receiving them as they 
would receive Christ Himself. As it says in 
Matthew 25:35, “For I was... a stranger, and 
you welcomed me.” Two to four greeters serve 
at each weekend Mass, according to a rotating 
schedule set up by the Parish Office and listed 
in the parish bulletin. They also pass the 
offertory baskets, and are available to help if 
anyone needs sudden attention during Mass. 
Greeters usually come about 20 minutes before 
Mass begins.

Since Bob and Marilyn signed up to be 
greeters about 10 years ago, they have found 
it to be a rewarding opportunity that enriches 
their overall experience at our parish. 

“We would encourage other people to be 

greeters because we enjoy it and we believe they 
would get joy out of it, as well,” Marilyn says. 
“Greeting is a simple job – something you can 
do for your parish fairly easily because you are 
going to be coming to Mass anyhow – but it is 
still an important way to be involved and give of 
your time.”

Given that the Four Pillars of Stewardship 
include Prayer, Formation, Hospitality, and 
Service, outreaches like the Hospitality 
Ministry prove to be an important way for 
our parishioners to be faithful stewards of 
God’s gifts. Exhibiting hospitality is essential 
to building up the groundwork of a genuine 
stewardship parish.  

“I think being a greeter is more of a pleasure 
than a sacrifice,” Marilyn says. “When you 
actually take part in some of the activities at 
your church, it makes you feel like you belong 
to the community more.”

As the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
explains in Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response:

 
“We must ask ourselves: Do we also wish to be 
disciples of Jesus Christ and Christian stewards 
of our world and our Church? 
Central to our human and Christian vocations, 
as well as to the unique vocation each one of us 
receives from God, is that we be good stewards 
of the gifts we possess. God gives us this divine-
human workshop, this world and Church of ours.
The Spirit shows us the way.
Stewardship is a part of that journey.”

Being a Community With Open Arms

Joe Seamann with parishioner Jeannie Pfeifer

Those who would like to help our parish receive 
all with open arms by being a greeter may 
contact the parish office at 308-497-2662.

“People really need to know they are welcome 
at our parish, whether they are just visitors, 
or those who come every Sunday. We should 
all try to be good stewards and make our 
church community grow, and one way to do 
that is by being very friendly and making 
sure everyone feels welcome.” – Bob Leslie
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After giving parish talks on her vocation story, Maria was greatly surprised and humbled to find 
that the parishioners from the Families in Faith parish cluster had begun donating money toward 
her student loans. Within just a month, her student debt had been paid off in full by the generous 
parishioners of St. Michael, Sacred Heart and St. Theresa! Maria is incredibly thankful for this 
amazing display of generosity by her fellow parishioners!

Next month, Maria will head to Chicago as she enters the aspirancy stage of her vocation, where 
she will learn and pray alongside the Missionaries of Charity Sisters before beginning a life serving 
God’s people wherever the Order may send her. 

“I’m so excited, I don’t even know how to put it into words,” Maria says. “I’m definitely a little bit 
nervous and know I will miss my family, parish, and Spalding Academy like crazy, but I’m so excited!”

Grateful for the incredible ways that God has led her to religious life, Maria would encourage 
any young person who feels they may have a vocation to priesthood or the religious life to keep an 
open heart and mind to the many different ways that God answers prayers.

“Be open and actually pursue it if you feel like that is where you are being called,” she 
encourages. “Talk to a priest, talk to your grandma – anyone you feel like you could talk to about it 
and will help you discern it. If you ask God, He will blow your mind with the amount that He loves 
each and every one of us and the ways He wants to show us that we can’t even imagine! If you open 
your mind to it, it’s really magical.”


