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A group photo of  the Families in Faith teens who attended the Steubenville of  the 
Rockies conference in Denver, Colorado this past June.

Surrounded by adult-led ministries and events, 
it can be difficult for young people to find their 

place in the faith community. The result is that 
far too many teens end up perceiving church as a 
“grown-up” thing — outdated and out of touch with 
their needs and desires. 

As a teenager, St. Michael’s parishioner Matt 
Glaser admits that he struggled with some of these 
feelings as he tried to discover his ultimate purpose 
in life. This all changed, however, when he attended 
his first life-changing Steubenville Youth Conference.

“Back when I was a teen, these conferences 
set me afire,” Matt says. “I became excited about 
church, rather than simply going because I had to. 
This is so important for youth, especially when you 
belong to a small Catholic community. So many of 
us go to church and pray, but very few young people 
actually talk about their faith. As a young person, it 
made all the difference for me to meet other people 
who were truly on fire with their faith.”

Today as an adult parishioner and the father of 
four, Matt was eager to share a similar experience 
with the youth of our community. So, he urged his 
sister, Maria Glaser, Director of Religious Education 
and Youth Ministry, to organize a trip to the 2016 
Steubenville of the Rockies in Denver.

“In high school, I went to the retreat five or six 
times, and I wanted the youth of the parish to have a 

similar opportunity,” Matt says. “I told my sister this 
was something we needed to do, and she was like, 
‘OK, sounds like fun!’ So she did all the organizing 
and got the ball rolling.”

Excited to attend the event as an adult, Matt 
eagerly volunteered to help chaperone the trip that 
took place in late June. There, approximately 18 
St. Michael’s teens and adults were able to listen to 
keynote speakers like Jason Evert, choose from 
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The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has told us that stewardship is part of discipleship and is a way of 
responding to God’s call in every aspect of our lives. We refer to the three facets of stewardship as “Time, 

Talent and Treasure,” and when we consider the importance of these three Ts of stewardship, the 
“time” component comes first by design.

When we talk about stewardship of time, we are referring to prayer time. Prayer is of the 
utmost importance in a disciple’s life, and it serves as the fertile ground from which the 

gifts of talent and treasure blossom. Only by spending time in prayer each day and 
receiving the sacraments are we able to consistently and generously donate our talent 

and treasure to the Church.
When looking for examples of how to live our lives as disciples of Christ and as 

stewards of God’s gifts, we can always turn to the great saints of our Church to 
guide us. And when it comes to the Stewardship of Time, the life of St. Damien 
is just one example of how prayer, or “Time,” is the foundation for our lives of 
stewardship.

Shortly after being ordained a priest, St. Damien volunteered to serve a 
colony of lepers isolated on the island of Molokai, Hawaii. From May 1873 
until his death in 1889 (at the age of 49) St. Damien worked to restore 
within the lepers a sense of personal worth and dignity. 

Although for some time St. Damien took the necessary precautions to 
ensure that he did not contract leprosy, he knew that physical touch was 
necessary to communicate his love and concern to those afflicted with the 
disease. He embraced the lepers, dined with them, cared for them, and 
anointed them in the sacraments. With great humility and sacrifice, St. 
Damien offered his own life in order to save the lives of others. 

From where did St. Damien draw his strength? What was the source of 
his inspiration? “Were it not for the constant presence of our divine Master 
in our humble chapel, I would not have found it possible to persevere in 

sharing the lot of the lepers in Molokai,” St. Damien wrote. “The Eucharist is 
the bread that gives strength... It is at once the most eloquent proof of His love 

and the most powerful means of fostering His love in us. He gives Himself every 
day so that our hearts as burning coals may set afire the hearts of the faithful.”

St. Damien found his strength in the Mass, the greatest prayer of the Church. 
Prayer was the impetus behind the generosity of this faithful servant of God, and 

is the fuel that ignites every heart to flame in love. Without prayer, without the 
grace that flows from the sacraments, we are incapable of leading lives of service and 

responding to God’s call! 
How much time do you dedicate to prayer each day? One hour? Fifteen minutes? None 

at all? Before you consider joining a parish ministry or volunteering your talents in service, 
and before you discern your gifts of treasure to the Church, be sure that prayer is your foundation. 

Identify a prayer schedule that is manageable. This may entail arising 20 minutes early each day to 
offer your work to the Lord, or attending daily Mass once a week. Every prayer commitment is unique and 
personal. Yet, no matter what, this time offering, this dedication to prayer, is the key to serving the Lord with 
faithfulness, generosity and joy.

Time: The Foundation 
of Stewardship
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We often in the Church speak 
of “new beginnings.” Those 

two words can have almost endless 
meanings to us and to how we live 
our lives. Now that the fall season 
is in full swing, even though we 
tend to think more of spring as 
being a “new beginning,” this is 
equally so. Think of all the things 
in our lives, in those of our families 
and in our parish that have begun 
or begun again in the past several 
weeks. 

Two thoughts come to me as I 
ponder the significance of this time 
of the year. It seems that there 
is never a time of the year when 
starting over and renewing are not appropriate. We 
speak often of prayer – Jesus certainly provides for 
us both an example and encouragement to have 
rich prayer lives. Now would be a great time for a 
personal spiritual renewal, for us individually, for 
our families, and for our parish if appropriate.

There are prayer groups and spiritual studies 
beginning and ongoing at our parish. You might 
consider getting involved in one. No matter what 
you choose to do, it is always a good time to extend 
and formalize your prayer life. Schedule more 
time for personal prayer. Even better, if you have 
a family, try to formalize the prayer lives of your 
family as a group. That can enrich your life so 
much, and often it is something that stays with 
your children forever.  It is important also to be 
consistent in our prayer life. Some of us take great 
resolutions and keep it only for a week and then we 
forget about it.

My second thought goes back to the theme 
often stated by Jesus to “love one another.” Were 
you aware that studies done by healthcare groups 

have shown that people who try to 
be kind to others have less pain, 
less depression, less heart disease 
and less stress in their lives? That 
is exactly what the Lord tells us will 
happen if we do even small things 
to demonstrate our love for one 
another.

That can begin with something 
as simple as a smile. “Holiness has 
a lot to do with being cheerful. Here 
at the oratory, holiness consists in 
being cheerful.” Don Bosco, Father 
and friend of the young, and St. 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta said the 
same thing. Smiles certainly make 
others feel better, and they tend to 

help us, as well. Another way to show kindness is 
to get involved in different ministries and activities. 
By committing ourselves to ministry and to being 
volunteers in a variety of ways, we are actually 
making the idea of being kind routine and normal. 
Look for ways you can do things that match and 
fulfill your talents and interests.

Those two thoughts, although seemingly 
small, can make a huge difference in our lives, 
not to mention the lives of those around us. First, 
pray more on a fixed schedule and be consistent. 
Second, smile, be cheerful and kind. It is amazing 
how those two aspects of our lives can be fulfilled 
and fulfilling.

Sincerely yours in Christ and His Mother,

Fr. Antony
Pastor

Pray, Smile, and Make the 
World a Better Place

A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners,
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One day. One captivating storyteller. Three 
Celtic bands. Over 30 Irish dancers. 

Countless pipes and drums, vendors and 
volunteers. Parishioners experienced all of this 
and more at the 10th annual Greeley Irish 
Festival on Sept. 17. This special event, which 
won the Nebraska Travel Industry Award for 
Outstanding Event in its first year and the 
Governor’s Arts Award for Heritage this past year, 
had provided festival-goers from near and far the 
opportunity to learn about and enjoy the Irish 
culture.

According to Festival Chairman Mike 
McQuillan, the event was first established thanks 
to the encouragement of Fr. Joe Hannappel, who 
is now a pastor at St. James Church in Kearney.

“The way it started was through the Pastoral 
Council,” Mike says. “I was a Parish Council 
member at that time and Fr. Joe Hannappel 
wanted us to do something here in Greeley 
because the church hadn’t had a community 
gathering event in years. So, we had a list of 
ideas, and the Irish festival idea was on the list, 
and eventually moved its way to the top. A lot 
of the folks here in Greeley – about 43 percent 
– claim Irish descent.”

Determined to put on an event that would 
bring the community together, the festival 
committee was surprised to realize that they 
would end up attracting people from well outside 
the town limits of Greeley!

“The first year, our people in the community 
thought we’d be lucky to have a hundred people 
show up, and that year we had 1,200 people!” 
Mike says. “It was just amazing. One of the 
biggest benefits of the whole thing is that we 
really succeeded in Father’s original hope and 
now it’s become much bigger – we are really a 
statewide festival now. We only have 400 or 500 
people [living in Greeley], so to bring in a couple 
thousand people in a day is phenomenal for the 
town.”

“We Want to Give Back and Show Appreciation”
The Greeley Irish Festival Strengthens Our Community
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“We Want to Give Back and Show Appreciation”
The Greeley Irish Festival Strengthens Our Community

Designed to be an event held by the  
community and for the community, the Irish 
Festival does more than just bring the town 
together – both the parish and town have 
helped with the festival and have received many 
important benefits in return.

“We utilize the Sacred Heart Center and all 
the grounds, and what we do [in return] is we 
try to make a donation to the church every year 
in some fashion, either in cash or to help pay for 
something that needs to be done,” Mike says. 
“Last year they needed to run underground power 
into the school and we helped pay for that. We 
have also done things for the community, like 
paying for automatic door openers for the care 
home and for the church, and upgrading some 
signage on the highway. 

“We want to give back and show appreciation, 
and we definitely do that when we can,” he 
continues. “We’re doing this for the whole 
community – it’s a community family event. 
We want the community’s support, and they 
also know that this is coming back their way. 
Especially in small towns, there is always 
something that is a need, and we try to help with 
that.”

And with all the fun to be had at the festival, 
helping out with this fantastic event has offered 
parishioners a truly exciting way to practice good 
stewardship!

“I just love everything about it,” Mike says. 
“There are about 12 of us on the committee and 
not one of us would ever want to quit. Everyone 
has stepped up and that’s why it happens. 

There aren’t too many people in the community 
that aren’t helping with this in some way, as 
volunteers or sponsors. We ask volunteers to 
work for three hours and in return we give them a 
free volunteer shirt and they also get in free. They 
get a lot of good out of it. I’ve heard from so many 
people that they are just so proud of it – proud of 
the town and that we can do that here. Almost all 
the people in the community look forward to this 
all year.”

Thank you to those who attended the Greeley 
Irish Festival on Sept. 17 – we hope you enjoyed 
plenty of Irish music, dancing, storytelling, 
food, and drink, as well as fellowship with our 
community! And know that by participating, you 
have been part of a truly special event that has 
strengthened our community and drawn people in 
from far and wide for the past 10 years. 

“It’s just tremendous,” Mike says. “I’m so 
proud of what we do.”

If you would like to learn more about the 
annual Greeley Irish Festival, please visit 

www.greeleyirishfestival.com. 
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THE 
PRINCIPLES 
OF CATHOLIC 
SOCIAL 
TEACHING

1. Human Dignity
Human dignity is the fundamental principle within the Church’s teaching 
on social justice. A firm understanding of this principle is required so that 
the rest of Catholic Social Teaching can be viewed from the appropriate 
perspective. God created us in His image and likeness, so every human life 
is worthy of respect.

2. Respect for Human Life
Whether unborn or seconds away from death, no life deserves to be 
prematurely ended. The Church sees this principle as crucial to the health 
of any society.

3. Association
Association holds that social relationships must be developed so that all 
people may reach their fullest potential. The Church teaches that the 
family is the basic unit upon which all other elements of society rest. We 
must uphold the sacredness of the family, and foster the growth of other 
societal organizations that preserve the well-being of all people.

4. Participation
All people deserve the right to work and to participate in God’s creation. 
The joy of accomplishing a task and performing honest labor should be 
made available to all people. 

5. Protection for the Poor and Vulnerable
Society exists in a balance between those with power, and those without it. 
The vulnerable – those with disabilities – and the poor must be protected 
from those with power who choose to wield it in an unjust manner. 

6. Solidarity
“Love your neighbor as yourself” – this commandment extends beyond 
the boundaries of any town, state or country. The principle of solidarity 
encourages all people to reach out to their brothers and sisters in need 
and to help them, even if they live halfway around the world.

7. Stewardship
Everything we have – even our own lives – is a gift from God. Our talents, 
our time and our financial resources are not our own, but God’s. The 
same goes for the natural resources we so often take for granted.

8. Responsibilities and Limits of Government
Governments, while created for the common good, sometimes overstep 
their boundaries. The Church teaches that all governments should seek 
to operate at the lowest level of organization possible – striving to solve 
problems at the source, with those who understand them best, and not 
through oppressive force. 

9. Human Equality
God made all humans equal, including those of different ethnicity and 
race, and in different stages of life. No one person is of more value than 
another. 

10. Common Good
It is especially important in our society to promote the common good 
– the social well-being and development of the “human group.” If we 
consider the entire human race as one family, the common good urges 
us to support our brothers and sisters so that they may reach their full 
potential. 

What makes being Catholic, 
well, “Catholic”?

Things like the Mass, the 
Rosary and the Seven Sacraments 
come to mind. 

But there is also an element 
of Church teaching that’s often 
overlooked and sometimes 
misunderstood – Catholic Social 
Teaching.

Catholic Social Teaching 
guides Catholics on how to apply 
the faith to all aspects of life, 
and lays the framework for the 
Church’s teachings on the dignity 
and sacredness of human life.

Catholic Social Teaching can 
be explained with 10 key points. 
These 10 principles demonstrate 
the depth of the Church’s teaching 
on social justice, and they call 
Catholics to take an active role 
in shaping the world in which 
we live. Catholic Social Teaching, 
when taken to heart, can become 
the catalyst that causes positive 
change in a world that desperately 
needs it. Consider these principles 
and strive to apply them in your 
own life.



Derek Mahoney has served as an altar server 
for the past six years. 
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In every parish, there are many 
different ways that people can 

serve. Some serve in a visible way, 
and some are behind the scenes. 
There are big tasks and little tasks. 
But – especially in a small parish – 
all those things are quite important. 
And what better time to instill the 
importance of serving your parish 
than at a young age?

Derek Mahoney is a junior in 
high school at Wheeler Central. He 
runs track and cross-country, and 
has spent the past six years serving 
as an altar server at St. Theresa 
Parish in Ericson. 

Initially, the reason he became 
involved was quite simple.

“My sister was an alter server and she wanted 
someone to help her,” he says. 

Since then, Derek has found that he likes being 
able to contribute to his parish community.

“I like going to church and talking to people, and 
they need someone to do it,” he says. “I just help 
Father with whatever he needs.”

The role of the altar server includes assisting the 
priest during Mass, and is an important part of the 
liturgy. 

Helen Plugge, whose daughter was an altar 
server for years, says she thinks it helps instill in 
young people the importance of service, while also 
helping them be more engaged in the Mass.

“It gets them learning what service means – to 
me, that’s important,” Helen says. “It helps them 
to participate. If you’re up there in the front, you’re 
going to be more involved in Mass.”

According to both Derek and Helen, this ministry 
of service in the liturgy helps young people to grow in 
their relationship with God and feel more connected 
to the parish community. 

“It’s kept me closer to the 
Church,” Derek says.

“I think it could help them 
become closer to God by the service 
they’re doing,” Helen adds. “I 
think it helps them to learn some 
responsibility and leadership as 
they can do it and help others learn 
to do it.”

Helen emphasizes the 
importance of being involved in 
service, especially in a small parish 
like St. Theresa’s. 

“If I want my church to succeed, 
somebody has to do it!” she says. 
“We’re a small parish and we want 
to keep our parish, but if we’re not 
active and going out doing things 

that need to be done – we all need to step up and do 
our service. It keeps our parish alive.”

Any children who have received their First 
Communion are encouraged to consider serving 
in this way. Helen encourages parents to consider 
the significance of helping their children become 
involved in the parish at a young age. The value of 
instilling service in a young person can often benefit 
them throughout their lives. 

“To me, I think the earlier they start doing 
something for the parish, the younger they start, 
the more likely they’ll continue on in service to the 
Church,” she says. “Sometimes, when you start 
older, you just do it because you’re told to do it. 
When they start when they’re younger, I think they 
want to continue.”

Derek, who helps to teach new altar servers, 
reassures any children who might be nervous or 
hesitant to serve.

“Father will help you if you need any help, he’ll 
tell you what you need to do,” says Derek. “It’s a 
good experience.”

“Learning What Service Means”
The Altar Servers at St. Theresa Parish

If your child is interested in serving as an alter server at St. Theresa Parish, please contact 
Helen Plugge at 308-750-3070 or helenplugge@hotmail.com for more information. 
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breakout sessions geared toward “teen related 
issues,” participate in the sacraments, and attend 
Eucharistic Adoration.

“It was amazing to listen to and to witness how 
the teens’ lives were already changing over the 
weekend,” Matt says. 

Matt notes that this was particularly evident 
during adoration, where the true Presence of 
Jesus in the Eucharist “is made real” for teens 
and adults alike in a powerful way. Though he had 
already attended Steubenville Youth Conferences 
throughout his own youth, Matt was grateful to be 
able to return once again, continuing to be blessed 
by the experience.

“I guess I understand my faith more now, allowing 
me to more fully appreciate things connected with 
the sacraments and my own faith,” Matt says. “When 
they put the Eucharist in the monstrance and the 
praise and worship was conducted, it was definitely 
very real and powerful for me.”

Surrounded by thousands of other young people 
on fire with their faith, Matt is hopeful that the 
Families in Faith teens who attended will realize how 
truly alive and important the young Church is. He 
hopes to continue to get together with the retreatants 
in the future, seeing how the message has carried 
through to their daily lives, beyond the retreat, and 
encouraging them in their ongoing faith journey.

Setting Hearts Aflame for Christ  continued from front cover

“Back when I was a teen, these conferences set me afire. I became excited about church, rather 
than simply going because I had to. This is so important for youth, especially when you belong 
to a small Catholic community. So many of us go to church and pray, but very few young people 
actually talk about their faith. As a young person, it made all the difference for me to meet other 
people who were truly on fire with their faith.” – Matt Glaser


