
For many who have grown up in the Church, after years of religious 
education classes, Confirmation can unfortunately become a “gradu-

ation” of sorts, at least when it comes to actively learning about our beliefs 
and teachings. 

Or perhaps if you entered the Church as an adult, you learned a lot 
going through the process of becoming Catholic, but once you were fully 
initiated, you weren’t quite sure where to turn for continued formation 
and support. 

As Catholics, we believe that our journey of faith is one that lasts our 
entire lives, with each day being an opportunity to grow closer to God and 
deepen our understanding of the faith that He has given us. Keeping this 
in mind, Families in Faith hopes to encourage our adult parishioners to 
continue to strengthen their faith, especially by learning more about it.

“After I started learning and studying, I just felt like I wanted to go 
deeper,” says parishioner Julie Landgren, the Coordinator of Adult Faith 
Formation at St. Theresa. “Learning more and growing more has helped 
me to actually experience God and to experience His peace and joy.”

“We’re not going to grow in our faith if we close our minds,” says Cathy 
Hansen, the Coordinator of Adult Faith Formation at Sacred Heart. “You 
don’t grow closer to a good friend unless you spend some time with them. 
You can’t develop the friendship unless you’re willing to expend time and 
effort. [Jesus] is the best friend you’re ever going to have. We need to cul-
tivate that friendship, spend some time and get to know Him better.”

Many also benefit from being able to share their faith with others and 
hearing the experiences of their brothers and sisters in Christ, often in a 
small-group setting. 

“It’s great to know that we have companions on the journey,” Cathy 
says. “There are other people who are hungry too, and when we get to-
gether, we can feed each other. It’s been said that ‘evangelization’ is one 
beggar showing another where the feast is.”

There Is Always Room for Growth: 
Adult Faith Formation Opportunities
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 Sacred Heart parishioners meet to continue 
growing in their faith together – (from left) Patty 

Harris, Annette Ackman and Victor Walz.

Parishioners are also encouraged to 
take advantage of faith formation 

resources available online at FORMED.
org. All studies, video series, books, 

and more are available to parishioners 
for free. Simply click the “Register” tab 
on the homepage, and enter the parish 
code: QQXR33, along with your email, 
to create your free account and start 

growing closer to God today!

“If you’re interested in doing 
something, take the initiative, ask 
people if they’d be interested and 
start your own little group!” says 

Julie Landgren, Coordinator of Adult 
Faith Formation at St. Theresa. 
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Once again, it’s time for our Annual Steward-
ship Renewal. Every year, someone asks, as 

you may have asked yourself, “Didn’t we just have 
a Stewardship Renewal? Aren’t we sufficiently ‘re-
newed’ by now?” Yes, we had a Stewardship Re-
newal last year, and we’re going to have one next 
year, too!  This is an annual occurrence  —  part 
of the rhythm of parish life in our Families in Faith 
communities. Just as the Church proposes a time 
of spiritual renewal each Lent, we believe in the im-
portance of a yearly examination of commitment. 
Is the Lord asking you to give more time, talent, or 
treasure to our parish this year?

My age or physical limitations prevent me from 
being active in the parish. Should I still turn in 
a Commitment Card?

Yes! The first section of the card — Stewardship 
of Time — is the most important because it allows 
you to make commitments to prayer. Even if you 
can’t join a ministry or make it to Mass on Sunday, 
you can still pray for our parish. Your spiritual sup-
port has tremendous value in the eyes of God.

One time I turned in a card, but no one ever 
called me when I signed up for a ministry.

If this happened in the past, please forgive us! 
And don’t give up on filling out your Commitment 
Card! We have a very good plan to call every person 
interested in joining a new ministry. If for some 
reason the ministry leader does not call you within 
four weeks of turning in your card, let the parish 
office know.

What if I can’t fulfill my financial pledge?
While our pledge is not a “contract,” we should all 

make a good-faith effort to fulfill it.   Of course, if your 
financial circumstances change — if you lose your 
job, for instance — then the amount of money you 
give the Church will change, too. Likewise if you get a 

raise or bonus. The biggest reason many people don’t 
fulfill their pledge is that they attend Mass at another 
parish when they go on vacation, attend a wedding, 
etc. If you’re out of town, just make up for the missed 
Sunday when you write your next check to the par-
ish. Using your envelopes is a good way to see which 
Sundays you missed.

I don’t even go to Mass very frequently. Why 
turn in a Commitment Card?

Because this is your chance to turn over a new 
leaf! Why not make a commitment to God to come 
to Mass every Sunday, and then write down that 
commitment? Even if that’s the only commitment 
you make, take a step forward. Jesus Himself is 
waiting for you!

What happens if I don’t return my Commit-
ment Card?

We will mail you a reminder letter that includes 
an extra Commitment Card (in case you misplaced 
yours). Make every effort you can to participate. 
Our Stewardship Renewal is a very important an-
nual event in the life of our parish. You and your 
family are part of what makes Families in Faith a 
great community! Most importantly, your commit-
ments are actually promises to Christ Himself. All 
of us are called to give back to God a portion of 
what He has given us.

Questions & Answers About Our 
Annual Stewardship Renewal

Commitment Weekend is October 21-22. 
Don’t forget to bring your Commitment 

Card to Mass!

First & Last Name 
                Envelope #Street Address

City 

State ZIPTelephone (Important)

Email

Please bring this card to Mass on October 21 or 22  

or mail using the envelope provided.   
Thanks and God bless you!

2017 Stewardship Renewal
Commitment Card

Let MeBe YourServant

Write first name on line.

= Currently Involved         =Interested in Joining

Write first name on line.

= Currently Involved         =Interested in Joining

Talent (continued) Talent (continued)

Talent (continued)
Outreach and Service Ministries (cont.)

_________  Prayer Chain (St. Michael)
_________  Prayer Chain (St. Theresa)

_________  Prayer Shawl (St. Michael)
_________  SCRIP Program (St. Michael)Religious Education and Faith Formation 

Ministries
_________  Adult Faith Formation (Sacred Heart)

_________  Adult Faith Formation (St. Michael)

_________  Adult Faith Formation (St. Theresa)

_________  Religious Education (CCD) – 
Catechist (Sacred Heart)

_________  Religious Education (CCD) – 
Catechist (St. Michael)

_________  Religious Education (CCD) – 
Catechist (St. Theresa)

_________  RCIA – Leader (Sacred Heart)
_________  RCIA – Leader (St. Michael)

_________  RCIA – Leader (St. Theresa)
_________  RCIA – Participant (Sacred Heart)

_________  RCIA – Participant (St. Michael)
_________  RCIA – Participant (St. Theresa)

_________  Spalding Academy School – 
Volunteer_________  Spalding Academy School – Student

_________  Welcome Home Ministry 
   (Sacred Heart)_________  Welcome Home Ministry (St. Michael)

Parish Organizations_________  Council of Catholic Women (Altar 
Society/St. Ann’s) (Sacred Heart)

_________  Council of Catholic Women (Altar 
Society/St. Ann’s) (St. Michael)

_________  Council of Catholic Women (Altar 
Society/St. Ann’s) (St. Theresa)

_________  Catholic Daughters (Sacred Heart)

_________  Catholic Daughters (St. Michael)
_________  Cemetery Board (Sacred Heart)

_________  Cemetery Board (St. Michael)
_________  Finance Council (Sacred Heart)

_________  Finance Council (St. Michael)
_________  Finance Council (St. Theresa)

_________  Knights of Columbus (Sacred Heart)

_________  Knights of Columbus 
   (St. Michael and St. Theresa)

_________  Pastoral Council (Sacred Heart)
_________  Pastoral Council (St. Michael)

_________  Pastoral Council (St. Theresa)
_________  Respect Life (Sacred Heart)

_________  Respect Life (St. Michael)
_________  Respect Life (St. Theresa)

_________  Stewardship Committee 
   (Sacred Heart)_________  Stewardship Committee (St. Michael)

_________  Stewardship Committee (St. Theresa)

_________  Vocation Ministry (Sacred Heart)
_________  Vocation Ministry (St. Michael)

_________  Vocation Ministry (St. Theresa)

Parish Organizations (cont.) _________  Youth Ministry – Participant 

   (Sacred Heart)_________  Youth Ministry – Participant 

   (St. Michael)_________  Youth Ministry – Participant 

   (St. Theresa)
Catholic School Ministries_________  Booster Club_________  Endowment Board_________  School Board_________  Spalding Academy Volunteer Efforts 

(SAVE)

Diocesan Ministries_________  Catholics Encounter Christ 

   (Sacred Heart)_________  Catholics Encounter Christ 

   (St. Michael)_________  Catholics Encounter Christ 

   (St. Theresa)_________  Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 
(Sacred Heart)_________  Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 

(St. Michael)_________  Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 
(St. Theresa)

Write first name on line.

= Currently Involved         =Interested in Joining

Families in Faith
Sacred Heart, St. Theresa and St. Michael

continued on next panel

continued on back panels

Families in Faith
Sacred Heart, St. Theresa and St. Michael

150 E. Marguerite St. – P.O. Box 310
Spalding, NE 68665

I am a parishioner of
 Sacred Heart       St. Michael       St. Theresa

Every parish family 
receives a special 

“Stewardship 
Package” in the mail 
that further explains 
our parish’s vision 
of stewardship. It 
includes a booklet 

that describes every 
ministry in the parish, 

as well as your 
Commitment Card.
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I don’t know about you, but I still 
get a surge of adrenaline as the 

beginning of September approach-
es. Even though I’m no longer in 
school, I feel a sense of anticipation 
when I see the shelves filled with 
brand-new notebooks, composition 
books, and all the assorted items 
students use. I’m aware once again 
of the great hopes, exciting dreams, 
and good intentions that a new 
school year holds.

Even for those parishioners not 
directly involved in school, September 
marks new beginnings. Labor Day 
traditionally marks the unofficial end 
of the summer vacation season, and 
our calendars may reflect that. Many of you have cal-
endars a lot like mine — they’re full year-round with 
appointments and obligations. But even for us, things 
get busier in September as various organizations that 
took a break during summer begin their regular round 
of meetings again.      

Nevertheless, I have a request for you as you 
fill up your fall schedules. First thing, please put 
in some time to share the talents God has given 
you. As you are aware, as Christian disciples — as 
stewards — we are called to return to God a portion 
of the Time, Talent, and Treasure He has entrusted 
to us. We should make our commitments to God 
when we begin our planning, so that we don’t of-
fer Him just the scraps of time and energy left over 
after everything else. 

Make this September the month 
you make a commitment to sing in 
the choir, including attending re-
hearsals. Or begin working with our 
parish religious education in one way 
or another. Or decide to launder altar 
linens once a month. Or volunteer to 
help in the parish office one morning 
a week. Or help care for the parish 
grounds. Or join the Knights of Co-
lumbus. Or join a social service min-
istry. Or... well, you get the idea.

There are many ministries and 
groups within the parish where you 
can serve, and you’ll find that you re-
ceive even as you give. Hardly anyone 
in the parish can’t find at least one 

activity in which they can participate and which fits 
their schedule. If you aren’t involved, make this Sep-
tember the month to change that.

Thinking about commitments, some people say 
they don’t have time for prayer. Again, it’s a matter 
of priorities, and I challenge any one of you to dem-
onstrate to me that you can’t pray at least one Our 
Father, one Hail Mary, and one Glory Be during the 
course of the day. That’s at least a beginning.

Sincerely yours in Christ and His Mother,

Fr. Antony
Pastor

Save Room on Your Busy 
Schedules for Stewardship 

A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
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Mark and Angela Smith were newly dating when 
they traveled to serve with the Missionaries of 

Charity in India about three years ago. It was in 
this setting, halfway around the world, that Mark 
found himself re-encountering his faith through 
prayer and the Eucharist.

“We started each day at 5 a.m. with the Mis-
sionaries of Charity in prayer, and during that trip 
I went to Eucharistic Adoration for the first time,” 
Mark says. “I had many questions, and Angela, 
who was a theology teacher, had answers.”

The faith has always been active in Mark and 
Angela’s relationship. He grew up attending St. 
Theresa, and Angela attended St. Michael’s. They 
knew each other from grade school, but they didn’t 
connect until a few years ago.

“At the time, his younger brother was going on a 
mission trip to Haiti, and so was I with my younger 
sisters,” Angela says. “Even before we started dat-
ing, it wasn’t uncommon to go to Mass together on 
the weekends.”

The trip to India was Mark’s first mission trip, 
and he recalls observing how Angela and her sis-
ter, who also went on the trip, had such joy when 
working with the children who suffered from dis-
abilities such as blindness or cerebral palsy. 

“It was memorable to see how excited and joyful 
Angela was,” Mark says. “Everyday we would join 
the Missionaries of Charity for Mass, the Rosary, 
Adoration and the Chaplet. It was wonderful to 
share that, and we still say the Chaplet together.”

After preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage 
with Fr. Antony, Mark and Angela were married at 
St. Michael’s in September of last year and then 
joined St. Theresa. Today, they are expecting their 
first child. 

As a couple, they both serve together on the 
Stewardship Committee. 

“Serving on the committee is an eye-open-
ing experience because you realize how many  

Angela and Mark Smith 
“We’re a Parish Family Together Under God”

Mark and Angela Smith
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Angela and Mark Smith 
“We’re a Parish Family Together Under God”

possibilities there are to be involved,” Mark says. 
“Get a copy of the ministry catalogue and look 
through it. See where you can help.”

Since joining the committee, Mark and Ange-
la have also begun to serve as lectors, Eucharis-
tic Ministers of Holy Communion and Hospitality 
Ministers (greeters). 

“Greeting is something that we enjoy doing to-
gether,” Angela says. “It is nice to start recognizing 
faces and learning names because I am new to this 
parish. Everyone is so friendly.”

They have also been encouraged by the many 
opportunities to augment their spiritual lives.

“We have Eucharistic Adoration at St. Theresa 
now, and there are other groups like 33 Days to 
Morning Glory that get people together and help 
them grow spiritually,” says Mark. “These oppor-
tunities are enriching people’s prayer lives.”  

Through giving back to the community, Mark 
has increasingly realized how many people are al-
ready living out stewardship, though they might 
not realize it.

“I think of the people who taught me in CCD,” 
Mark says. “You’ve helped form my faith life, and it 
is something I’m diving deeper into. I appreciate all 
the work you did for me, and what you are doing is 
stewardship.”

When considering the three parishes that con-
stitute our faith community, Angela and Mark can 
definitively say that there are individuals at each 
parish who have helped to form them or are help-
ing to form them in their continued faith journeys.

“It is beautiful that we’re a parish family that 
has come together under God,” Angela says. “I’m 
very grateful to everyone and feel blessed to be a 
part of such a close-knit community.”

Mark and Angela Smith’s wedding at St. Michael’s 
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While our members in 
Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas at St. Michael’s and 
Sacred Heart are working on 
behalf of our faith, education 
and charities, they’ll tell you 
they’re building strong friend-
ships – and having a great time!

Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas, or CDA, is one of the 
largest international organiza-
tions of Catholic women in the 
world. They are dedicated to 
strengthening our spiritual life 
through Christ and His Church. 
Members include Catholic lay 
and religious women ages 18 
and older.

“We offer hospitality in 
stewardship,” says Kitty Carlin, 
secretary of Our Lady of Spald-
ing Court 2099 at St. Michael. 
“We welcome new church mem-
bers and make sure they feel 
welcomed, and that helps our 
community.”

Not only do the 22 members 
keep their deceased members 
in their prayers during the No-
vember memorial service, but 
the group visits and brings 
Holy Communion to the home-
bound and residents in the 
nursing home. The court also 
has a prayer chain that can be 
activated in quick order. St. 
Michael parishioners who are 
ill or in the hospital receive get-
well cards from the court.

“On the second Sunday of 
the month we lead the Rosary 
at 10 a.m. in church for all who 

want to attend,” Kitty says. “We 
host the First Communion re-
ception after the Mass at the 
Parish Center.”

In keeping with their ac-
tivities for youngsters, the 
court sponsors education con-
tests for students in grades 4 
through 12, and provides the 
prize money.

Two years ago, the court as-
sembled a CDA cookbook and 
donated $5,000 to St. Michael 
from the sales.

They were able to build 
wells in Haiti with collections of 
$1,100 for the Waters For Life 
charity. 

Janet Klein, the court’s 
new Regent, made a quilt com-
memorating the Nebraska  
Sesquicentennial. The court 

is selling raffle tickets for the 
quilt.

“So far, we’ve made $1,000, 
but we’d like to get $3,000 that 
we’ll use for the church we have 
adopted in Haiti,” Kitty says. 

And through all their ef-
forts, the members strive to 
grow closer to Christ.

“We give it in the name of 
Christ, in all we do,” Kitty says.

Meetings are announced in 
the bulletin, and are scheduled 
to accommodate the members’ 
schedules.

Meanwhile, the 88 CDA 
members at Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Court 2039 at Sacred 
Heart in Greeley are active in 
their stewardship, as well.

As of press time of this 
newsletter, the members were 

Catholic Daughters

Members of CDA Our Lady of Good Counsel Court 2039 at Sacred Heart 
Church gathered for their Christmas party last year. Fellowship among the 

members is an important facet for this group of faithful women.

of the Americas 
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busy working at the Greeley 
Irish Festival, where the court’s 
booth was selling Irish soda 
bread and Irish stew.

“This is how we make money 
for our $500 scholarship and 
other charities,” Annette Ack-
man says. “We are also doing 
quilt raffles.”

The court provides rolls and 
coffee for the parish after the 
First Communion Mass, and 
presents Holy Spirit key chains 
to the Confirmation class. In 
addition, the court also helps 
with donations to Esther’s Ta-
ble in that agency’s work for the 
needy.

“’Unity and charity’ is our 
motto,” says Teresa Kehler, 
court Vice Regent. “Catholic 
Daughters is the largest Catho-
lic organization for women, and 
as such, we carry a lot of in-
fluence. We do a lot of charity 
work for our parish and we also 
give a lot of money to charities.” 
The CDA contributes to several 
charities including the Right 
for Life, Habitat for Humanity, 
Catholic Relief Services, Cov-
enant House, and to our sister 
parish in Haiti.

“It isn’t just about money,” 
Annette adds. “We do pray to-
gether and enjoy our Christmas 
party.”

With all their activities, the 
court members also strive to 
grow closer to Christ.

“We do deeds that al-
low us to feel good about 

ourselves and our faith,” Teresa 
says. “We do things for others 
that Christ would be doing. If  
every woman in the par-
ish would join and be active, 

we could do greater works of  
charity for God and our parish.”

“We try to be the hands of 
Christ by our good deeds and 
our charity,” Annette says. 

For information about joining the CDA at St. Michael, 
please contact Kitty Carlin at kittyc@gpcom.net. For 
information about joining the CDA at Sacred Heart, 

please contact Teresa Kehler at 308-223-0361.

Offering Hospitality in Stewardship

Janet Klein, the new Regent of CDA Our Lady of Spalding Court 2099, 
stitched this quilt commemorating Nebraska’s Sesquicentennial. The 
Court is selling raffle tickets for the quilt and the proceeds will benefit 
a church in Haiti. The raffle will close in December during Santa Claus 
Days at the Parish Center in Spalding, with a goal of $3,000 in raffle 
ticket sales. Raffle tickets can be purchased from Kitty Carlin, Janet 

Klein, Marie Schmeits or any CDA member.
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“A group setting is an awesome way to learn be-
cause not only do you grow individually, but you grow 
as a group and grow closer to people as they share 
their own experiences,” Julie adds. “You can also learn 
from other people’s experiences. You get different in-
sight and it helps you to grow.”

Jeanie Seier, the Coordinator of Adult Faith For-
mation at St. Michael, encourages parishioners to 
make a priority of growing in their faith.

“I just think that it so easily gets put on 
the back burner – we always have time for ball 
games or to go to the river, but we don’t always 
take time out for a Bible study or God, and I 
think it’s just so important,” Jeanie says. “Once 
you start going, it’s almost addicting! 

“I think, ‘Bible study, I can’t wait!’” she adds, 

with a smile. “It’s amazing how much more able 
you are to handle stress in your life when you keep 
God in your life.”

Julie encourages others to step out, knowing 
that God always has more waiting for you if you 
choose to be open to growing deeper in your rela-
tionship with Him.

“Trust that God has more for you,” she says. 
“I challenge you to get a good book or join a Bible 
study and have your heart and mind open. God 
is a God of surprises, so He’ll take you some-
where that you never imagined. You’ll learn so 
much more, it’s amazing. You can never learn 
enough. The more knowledge you have, the more 
meaningful your relationship with God is.”

Adult Faith Formation Opportunities continued from front cover

For more information on upcoming Adult Faith Formation activities, please contact Cathy Hansen 
(Sacred Heart) at 308-219-0270; Jeanie Seier (St. Michael) at 308-223-9619, or Julie Landgren (St. 

Theresa) at 402-340-3915. All three parishes will begin new series in September, so don’t wait! 
St. Michael: Opening Your Heart – Sunday evenings, beginning Sunday, Sept. 10.  

Sacred Heart: 33 Days to Morning Glory – beginning Sunday, Sept. 10, right after Mass. 
St. Theresa: often meeting on Monday nights, will start a new study in Sept.

Call your parish contact and check your bulletin to see what studies and programs will be offered. 


