
Though we often focus our stewardship 
efforts on more active forms of service, 

it’s important not to forget an essential and 
powerful method of helping those in need –
prayer. For, in taking our own needs and those 
of our neighbors to prayer, we acknowledge 
our utter dependence on God’s grace. This, in 
turn, leads us to a greater act of surrender, 
entrusting ourselves to a good and merciful 
Father and drawing us all closer together.

“Prayer, quite simply, is what we are 
supposed to do as Catholics,” says St. Theresa 
parishioner Sharon Swett. “We all need prayer, 
and it’s so important that when someone asks 
us or is in need that we truly do stop and pray 
for them.”

Currently one of the three coordinators 
for Families in Faith’s Prayer Chain Ministry, 
Sharon has personally witnessed time and 
time again the power of prayer. This prayer 
ministry operates by one of three coordinators 
being contacted with a particular prayer 
intention. Once received, that intention is then 
shared in a “phone tree” fashion with all other 
ministry members. At first, says Sharon, this 
was done exclusively through conversation 

over the phone. However, the ministry has 
since expanded to include texting and email as 
methods of communication.

“Our goal is to contact everyone in the 
ministry, continuously working down the line 
until we’ve gotten everyone,” Sharon says. “We 
avoid leaving voicemails because we want to 
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Members of the Prayer Chain Ministry – (from left) Julie 
Landgren, Sharon Swett and Judy Ita.
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DECEMBER 17 :: RCIA TEACHING MASS
6:00PM    St. Michael
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12-3 THROUGH 12-9
First Sunday of Advent

Advent Schedule
FAMILIES IN FAITH
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12-10 THROUGH 12-16
Second Sunday of Advent

December 24
Fourth Sunday of Advent

12-17 THROUGH 12-23
Third Sunday of Advent

DECEMBER 3-DECEMBER 6 :: PARISHES MISSION
6:00PM-8:00PM at St. Michael’s
Parish Mission preached by Sister Catherine and Sister Lucy 
of the Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ from the Franciscan 
Charismatic Religious Institute of Sisters in Prayer Town, 
Texas. Praise and worship from 6-6:30pm. Session from 
6:30-7:30. Eucharistic Adoration from 7:30-8:00.

DECEMBER 8 :: FEAST OF 
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
{A Holy Day of Obligation}
12/7    7:00PM    Vigil at St. Michael
12/8    8:15AM   St. Michael
12/8    Noon        St. Theresa
12/8    7:00PM    Sacred Heart

DECEMBER 14 :: HEALING MASS
11:00AM   St. Michael
Potluck to follow in the Parish Center Lobby.

DECEMBER 13 :: YOUTH RECONCILIATION
8:15AM   Dominican Center
7:00PM    St. Michael

DECEMBER 16 ::
    CHRISTMAS PROGRAM FOR 
             RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION 
                 5:00PM    St. Michael
         (Immediately follwing Mass.)

DECEMBER 21 :: LITURGY OF THE HOURS
1:00PM   St. Michael

DECEMBER 24 :: MASS FOR 
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
(Regular weekend Mass schedule.)
5:00PM     St. Michael’s  (Saturday night 12/23)
7:00AM    St. Michael’s 
9:00AM    Sacred Heart
11:00AM  St. Theresa’s

DECEMBER 17 :: 
RCIA TEACHING MASS

6:00PM    St. Michael’s 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 :: CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASSES
5:00PM    Sacred Heart, Greeley
5:00PM    St. Michael’s, Spalding
7:00PM    St. Theresa’s, Ericson

10:00PM    St. Michael’s, Spalding
MONDAY, DECEMBER 25 :: CHRISTMAS MASSES

9:00AM    Sacred Heart, Greeley
11:00AM    St. Michael’s, Spalding

The Prophet’s 
Candle reminds 
us that Jesus is 
coming. 

Romans 
15:12-13

The Angel’s 
Candle reminds 
us of the mes-
sage of the 
angels: “Peace 
on Earth, good 
will toward 
men!”

John 3:16-17

The Bethlehem 
Candle reminds 

us of Mary & 
Joseph’s journey 

to Bethlehem.

Luke 3:4-6

The Shepherd’s 
Candle reminds 

us of the mes-
sage of the joy 

the world expe-
rienced at the 

coming birth of 
Jesus.

Luke 2:7-15

The center white candle, lit during or after the 
Christmas Vigil Mass represents Jesus Christ, 

the Light of the World.
John 1:29

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST

DECEMBER 5 :: PARISH RECONCILIATION SERVICE
(Takes the place of the parish mission.)
6:30PM    St. Michael
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It seems as if we just finished 
Lent and Easter, and here we 

are at Advent and Christmas. To 
say this is a busy time for many 
is an understatement. Although 
December is a month of love, it 
can also be a difficult month for 
some. For those with families, 
it may be a month of travel as 
people rush to be united with 
loved ones, sometimes after a 
long period of separation.

There is no shortage of 
reminders as to what time of 
year this is. However, for us as 
Catholics, we may need to refocus 
to see where we are in our faith lives. Were you 
aware that for us, December is dedicated to 
the Immaculate Conception? In that regard, we 
celebrate a Holy Day of Obligation on Friday, 
Dec. 8. Advent begins on Dec. 3, and you may 
notice that we begin to wear purple as a sign 
of Advent. That color changes to white or gold 
beginning at Christmas.

Of course, this is also the last month of the 
regular calendar year, which may add additional 
tasks to our own schedules as we finalize things 
for the end of the year. However, there are many 
opportunities for us during this month to share, 
to pray and to celebrate in a Christian way, and 
I would encourage you to make an effort to be 
part of these. Right here in our Families in Faith 

cluster, much is happening along 
those lines, and a careful reading 
of the bulletin will alert you to 
the “when, where and what” of 
these upcoming opportunities.

As I indicated earlier, this 
can also be a difficult time for 
some. In the midst of our own 
celebrations and joy, we need to 
be aware of that reality and of 
those living with it. This is a time 
to reach out, and it is a time to 
show love.

This December, let our minds 
be focused on Christ, Who will 
be born for us at Christmas, and 

for Whose coming we must always be prepared 
throughout the year. This is a time to thank 
God and to pray. It is a time to reach out to love 
and live peacefully with one another. We need to 
remember that life continues after December, in 
spite of everything we feel we need to get done. 

My prayers and blessings go out to each of you 
and your families. May God continue to watch 
over you. May the year 2017 end well for all of us!

Sincerely yours in Christ and His Mother,

Fr. Antony
Pastor

Reflections at the 
End of the Year

A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
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Hospitality includes trusting in the Holy Spirit. 
We trust that when we reach out to others 

with a kind smile or an invitation to join us at 
Mass, the Holy Spirit will open their hearts to feel 
welcomed into our faith community. 

“Jesus is calling all of us, and we are His 
Church,” says Cindy Glaser. “I think it is 
important for us to bring others to the Church 
because we are all in this together trying to reach 
the goal of being with Jesus in heaven.”

The Welcome Home Ministry exists to connect 
with new or returning members of the community, 
and to invite them officially to join the parish and 
share their time, talent, and treasure.

“If you don’t show hospitality, if you don’t make 
that offer, why would people want to come?” Cindy 
says. “Let them know that we are here and that 
we’d like them to join us. Sometimes, you just 
need to be asked.”

A member of the Welcome Home Ministry 
sends each new or returning community member 
a welcome letter that shares about the parish and 
the ministries available through it. The letter also 
includes the parish registration form. 

Then, someone from the ministry reaches 
out with a phone call and offers to visit with the 
individual, couple or family. During the visit, the 
ministry member brings a gift, like a gift card to 
Esch Grocery or a book. 

“First impressions are so important,” Cindy 
says. “If they come to the community and are 
welcome, maybe they will be more open to being 
an active member of the church.”

Many of the individuals returning to the 
community are young adults who left the area to 
attend college and are now moving back. 

“The younger generation is very busy, and 
it’s important to connect with them,” Cindy says. 
“Reaching out and being welcoming gives us the 
opportunity to counter any negative experiences 

they may have made with the Church in the past.”
The Welcome Home Ministry committee 

consists of four couples, including Cindy and her 
husband, Jerry. The ministry is newly formed, and 
anyone is welcome to join and share ideas about 
how to welcome others.

“We have to find ways to reach out, but not 
to overwhelm them,” Cindy says. “Sometimes, 
an official welcome is the encouragement 
people need.”

One small thing we can do to make others feel 
welcome to our parish is extend an invitation for 
them to join us to celebrate Christmas Mass.

The Welcome Home Ministry Emphasizes 
the Importance of Hospitality to All

The Welcome Home Ministry exists to connect with new or 
returning members of the community, and to invite them 
officially to join the parish and share their time, talent, and 
treasure. Here, we welcome the Gavadiá Rivera family — 
Kenia and Bernardo with their children, Melissa and Alex.
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The Welcome Home Ministry Emphasizes 
the Importance of Hospitality to All

“Let them know they’re welcome to come 
with you, and that Christmas Mass is a great 
opportunity for our children to see more than the 
secular side of the holiday,” Cindy says. 

We can all make new or returning community 
members feel welcome by intentionally greeting 
others and speaking warmly about our faith and 
our parish. 

“Spirituality needs to be fostered, and the 

Church and the parish can help us do that 
together,” Cindy says. “Let people know we want 
them to be a part of the community.”

ensure that the chain of prayer 
remains unbroken, and if I 
send a group text I wait to get 
replies back from everyone so 
that I know it’s been received.”

Sometimes, the prayer 
intentions are given with great 
detail, while other times the 
intentions are more basic – 
even remaining anonymous. 
Yet, whatever the amount of 
information is provided, each 
person requesting prayer is 
ensured the intercession of 
every member of the Prayer 
Chain. Oftentimes, ministry 
members don’t know the full 
effects of their prayers, simply 
trusting in God’s providence. 
Yet, other times they are 

able to personally feel its 
powers, especially when they 
themselves become the prayer 
recipients.

“My sister just had some 
surgery done and she shared 
that she had such peace 
knowing that we were all 
praying for her,” Sharon says. 
“Similarly, I had surgery and 
I knew everyone was praying 
for me. And in my case, I 
just had an overwhelming 
calmness going into the 
surgery, knowing that I was 
literally being covered by those 
prayers.”

By taking time out of their 
busy days to lift others in 
prayer, Prayer Chain members 

continue to uniquely live out 
their stewardship calling. For 
though it may not be seen or 
directly known, they continue 
to care for us all uniting us 
further as members of the 
body of Christ. “And this,” says 
Sharon, “is what Stewardship 
is really about.”

“Stewardship is all about 
taking care of what’s been 
given to us,” Sharon says. 
“Among all of our other 
blessings, we’ve each been 
given the gift of our parish 
family, and this is one way 
that we can take care of 
one another – praying for 
and supporting one another 
through those difficult times.”

Caring for Our Parish Family Through 
Intercessory Prayer  continued from front cover

To join the Prayer Chain Ministry or to share intentions with
its members, please contact Sharon Swett at 308-201-0139.

If you would like more information about the
Families in Faith Welcome Home Ministry, reach out 

to Cindy and Jerry Glaser at 308-750-2879.
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Eucharistic Adoration is 
the adoration of Jesus 

Christ present in the Holy 
Eucharist. Churches that 
have this adoration display 
the Eucharist in a special 
holder called a monstrance, 
and people come to pray and 
worship Jesus.

Christ’s great love for us 
was shown when He was 
crucified on the cross to pay 
the penalty for our sins and 
give us eternal life. He loves 
us without limit, and offers 
Himself to us in the Holy 
Sacrament of the Eucharist. 
Can we not give Jesus a few 
minutes of love and adoration 
in return?

What is the importance of 
Eucharistic Adoration?

Eucharistic Adoration 
is the respect and worship 
we give to Jesus, who is 
truly present to us under 
the appearance of bread 
and wine. The Eucharist is 
a priceless treasure; by not 
only celebrating it but also 
by praying before it outside 
of Mass, we are enabled to 
make contact with the very 
wellspring of grace.

What are the fruits of 
Eucharistic Adoration?

People who participate 
in Eucharistic Adoration 

experience a deeper devotion 
to Jesus, and this manifests 
itself in countless ways. The 
primary fruits are repentance 
and conversion, which lead to 
increased charity — that is, 
the love of Christ alive in His 
people. The adoration of Jesus 
in the Eucharist also leads 
to greater reverence at Mass, 
a deeper desire for personal 
holiness, and a stronger 
sense of union with the parish 
and the whole Church. Ever 
since the early centuries of 
Christianity, the Church has 
been linked to Eucharistic 
Devotion.  The practice has, 
more recently, led to an 
increase in vocations to the 
priesthood, diaconate and 
religious life.

What is proper etiquette 
during Eucharistic 
Adoration?

When we are not taking 
part in vocal prayers and 
hymns with other adorers, we 
should be praying silently. 
Whenever we pass before 
the monstrance with Sacred 
Host, we should kneel on both  
knees and bow or genuflect 
and bow. We should observe 
the modest dress and decorum 
that are appropriate to very 
solemn occasions. We should 
avoid any actions that might 
disturb or distract others, or 

otherwise draw attention to 
ourselves rather than Jesus.

How should we pray during 
Eucharistic Adoration?

There are many ways 
to pray. We may meditate 
in silence by gazing on the 
Sacred Host. We may silently 
speak to Jesus from our mind 
and heart. We may also rely 
on devotions and prayers 
from Catholic tradition, such 
as the reading of Scripture, 
recitation of the Rosary, or the 
litanies. When two or more are 
gathered in Adoration we can 
use prayers or sing hymns to 
adore the Lord.

What is the best way 
to promote Eucharistic 
Adoration?

The best way to promote 
Eucharistic Adoration is by 
doing it! Make frequent visits to 
Jesus at the tabernacle. Invite 
your spouse, your children, 
your neighbors and co-workers 
to join you. As the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church reminds 
us, “Because Christ himself 
is present in the sacrament of 
the altar, he is to be honored 
with the worship of adoration. 
‘To visit the Blessed Sacrament 
is … a proof of gratitude, an 
expression of love, and a duty 
of adoration toward Christ our 
Lord’” (1418).

Offering Our Love
and Adoration to Jesus
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As Catholics, we are blessed with the many 
ways that lay people are able to participate 

more fully in the Mass. Beginning at a 
young age, children may train to serve at the 
altar. Other parishioners enjoy helping with 
Hospitality and in the liturgy as sacristans, 
ushers, or lectors.  Still others choose to serve 
as Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
(EMHC). 

Sacred Heart parishioners Rick and Kelli 
Wood have served as Eucharistic Ministers for 
over 20 years.

“We first got involved with this ministry 
because the parish expressed a need and a 
call for more Eucharistic Ministers,” Rick says. 
“Kelli and I had both had examples in our 
family, parents and others – who had served 
this way – and it just seemed like a good way 
to show appreciation for the gifts God has 
given us.”

While stepping up to share the Body 
and Blood of Christ may at first seem an 
overwhelming or even intimidating experience, 
Kelli emphasizes the grace that God confers on 
those who participate in this ministry.

“One of the things that Fr. Antony has been 
saying is that God doesn’t call the qualified – 
He qualifies the called,” she says. “I love that 
statement because we definitely didn’t feel like 
we were qualified when we started, but God 
makes a way and He gave us the opportunity 
to do it.

“Now when we do this, we feel renewed 
and refocused,” she continues. “God heals the 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion Feel Blessed to Serve

Kelli and Rick Wood serve as Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion at Sacred Heart Catholic Churchcontinued on back cover

“When we do this, we feel renewed and refocused. God heals the broken and we do feel 
healed, no matter what kind of week we’ve had. In our church, we have a large cross with 
Jesus at the altar, and so we feel like we are literally at the feet of Jesus when we serve 

as Eucharistic Ministers. It’s a very humbling experience and an honor.” – Kelli Wood
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broken and we do feel healed, no matter what 
kind of week we’ve had. In our church, we have 
a large cross with Jesus at the altar, and so 
we feel like we are literally at the feet of Jesus 
when we serve as Eucharistic Ministers. It’s a 
very humbling experience and an honor.”

As Rick and Kelli have found, serving in 
this special ministry is a wonderful way to 
participate more fully in the Liturgy of the 

Eucharist, and the blessings received in return 
are truly priceless.

“If we go to a ball game, we cheer and 
stand up and are involved,” Kelli points out. 
“We feel that Mass and the faith are the most 
important things in our life, so this gives us an 
opportunity to participate – to be able to offer 
others the Body and Blood of Christ, what He 
has given us sinners. It’s so rewarding.”

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
Feel Blessed to Serve continued from page 7
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